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PREFACE

TO THE LITTLE FLOCK.

The following words of Jesus, are becoming daily more and more
precious to his living sainte; viz: * Fear not, lile flock ; for it is
your Father's good pleasure to give you the Kingdom."” This pro-
mise is now about to be realized; thereforo this little flock, now alive
on the earth, according to the teachings of Jesus, tho holy prophets,
and aposties, are to be distinetly known by the peculiar traits in their
lifoand character; viz: * Zcalous of good works.” * Follow afler
righteousness.” * A people in whose heartia God's LAW." And,
**keep the * Testimony of Jesus.”” For having these distinctive marks,
**they are set at naught by the world.” * Thrust at,” * pushed,”
and * scattered abroad " by ** the shepherds,” that they once confided
in. “They aro uenwondered =t;” *“they are for SIGNS, and won-
ders in Inracl.” The timo has now emphatically arrived in their his-
tory to mark atid number them for the kingdom. Yes; one more dis-
tinctive and peculiar mark, by which they will bo known, not for a
few years here only, but forever, even forever and ever; throughout
tLe Lboundlesa ages of cternity, is this. They nre now being scaled in
their forcheads with ** A SEAL OF THE LIVING GOD.” Even

*a hundred forty<four thousand, of all the tribes of the children of
Isracl.” ¥

To thia people, and all who do not yetbear these distinctive mnarks,
but are perfectly willing to share, nnd bear reproach with them, I re-
spectfully dedicate the following pages with earnest, and continued
prayers to God, through Jesus our great high priest **in the house of
God,”" that you may by the light of his word and leadings of tho hol~
epirit, be enabled clearly, to see yonr present position ; and walkoi .
in all the straight truths of the living God! W e way embrace all tue
truths of God, but if we fail in the present truih, we shall be¢ found
* guilty of all.” * The Cowmandments of God and the Fuith, or
Testimony of Jesus.” Rev. xiv: 12, is without the shadow of a
doubt the present truth.  This is that which brings ua into the sealing
with “a seal of the living God ;" the recciving of which will bear us
through the time of trouble, and forever turm our caplivity at the
voics of the Almighty God. J. BATES.

Fatnuavex, Mass., Jan, 1840.



THE SEALING MESSAGE.
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REV. vii: 1-1.

" And after these things I saw four messengers stand-
ing on the four quarters of the carth, holding the four
winds of the earth, that a wind might not blow on the
carth, nor on the sea, nor on nny tree. And I saw anoth-
er messenger nseending from the rising of the sun having
a scal of the living God @ aud lie eried with a loud voice
to the four messengers to whom it was given to injure
the carth and the sea:

“Saying, injure not the carth, nor the sea, nor the
trees till we have sealed the servants of our God in their
foreheads!  And I heard the number of those sealed. A
hundred and forty and four thousand were sealed of all
the tribes of the children of Israel.”

I have given Professor Whiting’s translation of the
above verses in preference to king James's because I per-
ceive wherein he has differed from the latter in several
words ; it has made the visicn more elear and distinet.
Tor instance, four quarters of the carth is wmore proper
than four corners, beeause the carth has no corners.

2d. A wind, is clear, and admits of a choice of the dit-
ferent kinds of winds spoken of in the Bible, whereas
*he definite article, the wind, as in king James's truns-
lation, confines us to one kind of wind only.

3d. A seal is clear, the seu) is not, because there is
more than one sealing spoken of in the Bible, viz : seal
E::dGospcl, 2d Timothy : sedl of God Tseal of the living

4th. From the rising of the sun, instead of the cast:
we propose to explain the above more fully when we
come to treat of them separately.
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It must be very evident to the Bible reader that John
in his vision saw the servants of God sealed with a scal
of the living God, just before the four messengers let go.

In like manner and order, when the passing Angel
was to destroy the first born of manand beastin the land
of Egypt, the children of Israel (then in bondage,) were
strictly required to take of the blood of the pascal lamb,
and mark the lintel, (upper side) and two side posts of the
doors of their dwellings, that the destroying Angel might
pass them. Exo. xii: 3-7, 11-14, 22-24. Proof 20-33 vs.

Ezckicl in his third vision, when hie came as he said
to destroy the city, (seo viii: 4, and also xliii : 3,) as re-
corded in his 9th chapter, has a prefiguration o_l' i‘h:s
same scaling message, in the same order, and pointing
to the same time with John's revelation,

It is thereforo clear that this is the final scaling mes-
sage for the wholo Isracl of God ; just preceding or going
betore the time of trouble. o

As it cannot be proved to be in tho past; it is, and
must be between this and * the time of trouble such as -
nover was.” Wo will now try to give an exposition of
Rev. vii; 1-4; as a foundation for the time and place
for the servants of God to be *scaled with tho secal of
the living God,” and then cite our readers for further
proof to the testimony of the Prophets, and Apostles,
and cur own history. )

“ And, after these things I saw four messengers standing
on the four quarters of the carth holding the four winds of
the carth that a wind might not blow on the carth, nor on
the sca, nor on any tree." .

Four Mrssencers, I understand theso figuratively,
and represent four of the principal ruling governments
on land, and sea, that is to be found on the four quarters
of this terraqueous globe, for the evident reason already
expressed in the 2d verse, that they have the power on
both land and sca. On an cxamination of present his-
tory, and a map of the world, wo plainly sco that Great
Britain, Franco, Bussia and theso United States of
North America, hold this power on land ; and about all
of it with a few trifling exceptions. on the sca. Prussia,
Austria and Rome, have been variously represented to be
ono or more of these four messengors ; but I cannot learn
that Rome, or Austria, has any maritime force on tho
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sca, and Prussia but one singlo corvat (a small man-of-
war ship,) on the ocean, therelore they cannot be repre-
sented here, sceing they have not the power o tnjure or
suppress any foree on the sea.

_The earth and sea is hero personificd, meaning the
living people that are on the carth and sea, beeanse all
the governments ou earth, with all their implements ot
wur and destruction could not fnjure or hurt the sen.
We know there are millions of the human race crossing
and recrossing, and hiving on the sca. I have been tolld
that in vne country (IZast Iudies,) more than two nul-
lion of her population live on the sea, and that thousands
of them never set their lvot on land — Aguin these tour
messengers are standing, (. ¢ Joeated) on the four quar-
ters of the earth; thereture these cunuot repeeseut, or
wcan the allied powers ol Lurope.

OnJLerioNs To LITERAL NMISSEXGERR. A queslion’arises
here: Whatis it! Why you have attempted o give
symbolic, or fignrative exposition ot the words four mes-
sengers ; ay they not be explamed in a literal sense !
I think not, fur the lollowing reasons !

L. "The servants ol God will not know when, nor how,
or lor what they are sealed. But it is evident they will
Lkuow, fur John's lustructor says t hiun, “ these sayings
ure faithiul aud true, and the Lord God ol the holy pro-
phets seut his messenger to shew unto his servants the
things which must shortdy be done” xxin: 6. Jesus
says, [ have sent any messenger to testify to you these
things in the churches, 16th verse.  Aguin, blessed iy e
that keepeth the sayings ol the propheey ol this bouok,
7th verse.  Also they that read and kear the same, i: 3.
These four texts certainly teach that Ged's servants will
cveutually understaud this prophecy. It thiey do not un-
derstaud it sullicieutly clear to kuow when, and how,
and fuor what they are sealed ; then the work will Le
silent, irresistible, and passive; and ol course the proph-
cey unintelligible.  Paul asks the question hiow we shall
hear without u preacher, (or teacher,) and auswers thus,
“su then fuith cometh by hearing."=Rom.  So also this
prophecy.

2, If these four messengers are liteml they are ul
course iuvisible, then of course the sealing miessenger in
the 2d verse is invisible, and his crying with a loud vuice
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to the other four invisible messengers to whom it was
given to mjuro the earth und sea ; not to injure the carth,
sca nor trees till we have sculed tho servants of our God
in their forcheads, making it both in the singular and
plural number, is making the subject if taken in a literal
sense still more obscure.

3. The strung inferenco would bo that the first four
had all the power to injure tho earth, and yet did not
understand but they ought to injuro the earth and sea,
and would do it it the sealing messenger did not cry
with a loud voice for them to (hold on) injure not, &e.

Furtnen, Ifit be said that God's servants and the
wicked nations of the enrth and sca aro to be the visible
actors in this propheey, (and I fully believe they are and
will bes) and that the propheey is to be excmplified and
explained in character with the work of the invisible
messengers, then the sameo ditliculties remnain, T will
not say that they ennnot be removed, and the subject
made plain while knowledge is inereasing.  The truth
is all we seck for; that only will snve us,

I it be said that the sealing messengers will not ful-
fil this prophecy by calling with lowd voices to Great
Britain, France, Russin, and the United States not to in-
Jure the earth, nor sen, &c., [ answer that the smne or n
more scrivus ditliculty would present itself under the lit-
teral rendering. 1 have two more serious objections fyum
this prophieey against these imessengers in the text being
litternl, il strongly in favor of the figurutive view
which I have given on the fourth page.

Lirst—in the xv. chapter, John suw a wonde rfied sign
in beaven, viz: seven messengers, having the seven last
plugues, (well says the render these must be hiteral, that
18, invisible.) In the xvii: 1-3, one of these messengoers
tatks with John and shows him the judgment of the
great harlot and of the wild beast.  He also expluins the
sceret of the woman and wild beast, 7th verso. A little
furthier on he suys ** theso aro the true sayings of God."
* And I fell at his feet to worship him, aud he saith to
me, see thondo it not, I am thy fullow servant and of thy
brethren acho have the ** Testinoxy oF Jesus,” * worship
God.” xix: 9, 10.

Again in xxi. chapter, one of the same seven messen-
gers took him and showed him the * bride, the laml's
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wife,” “tho New Jerusalem.” 9, 10. ** Apd he that
talked with me measured the city, &e. 16, 16. John
fell as beforo to worship him; he repeats agnin what I
have written nbove. xxii: 0.

Now these were not invisible messengers ; they are
nicn that worship God as John did.  Murk, they kept
the ' Listimony of Jesus." Neither could they be Enooh
or Elijuh, the ouly two according to tho bible view that
ever were received into Ileaven, becauso they did not
here keep *the Testimony of Jesus.”  Now then as these
wonderful messengers were literally men, so 1 believe
those brought to view in our text ure.

Sccond oljection—I now come to a part of John's vis-
ion which beurs some of the distinetive marks of the one
inour text, viz; ix. chapter.  And tho sixth messenger
sounded—and 1 heard u voice frumn the four horns of the
rolden altar which is belure God, saying to the sixth
messenger having the trimpet, loose the four messeu-
wers whuare bound sear the great river Euphrates. And
the four messengers were lovsed, who were prepared fur
an hour, and @ day, and a mouth, and a year, that they
might slay the tard part of mwen. Aund the number ot
the armies ol the horseinen was two hundreed thousand
thousaud.  Aud I heand the mnuber of them.

A duy for a year, gives the tane 391 years and fifleen
days.  The sounding of this trunpet as we have fre-
quently been shown, epded in August, 1510, Aceording
to history these four messengers were four_ principal
tribes or Liords of people living near or by the river Eu-
plirtes, viz: Ambs, Turks, Twrtus, aud Seraceans:
who under the sounding of tho sixth trumpet vuited
themselves under the banners of the Muhometan power
to destroy the third part of men, or Greek division of the
castern Roman Empire.  For after Constantine his cm-
pire was divided into three parts.  And the rest of tiie
uen who were not killed by these plagues (fiie nrs,
powder aud bulls, by the hands of these four messengirs,)
yet repented not of the works of their liauds that they
should not worship the demons and iduls of gold, and
silver, and of brass, aud of stone, and of wood—nor ol
their murders, sorceries, fornication, nor thefts. It is re-
corded that tlie Grecks were notorivusly guilty of theso
their prevailing sius.
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If it could be cleasly proved that the sixth trumpet
was yet to sound, yet the caso is irrefuiable that theso
four messengers or angels arc not dnwvsedle ones. They
were bound, restrained, had the samo power to injurc
when loosed as thosc in our text. And when loosad it
was by the command of God from tho four horus of the
Golden Alter.  12th verse says, ** And they have a king
over them who is the messenger of the bottomless pit—
his name is Abaddon or Apollyon,” if you please one of
tho devils right hund chieftains. Surely no one in their
right senses will doubt for a moment but these five mes-
sengers or angels were wicked, ungodly men. Now
thero is nothing in the whole book of Revelations that
represents the four messengers in the vii: 1-3, so distinct-
ively as these four. Thercfore I amn constrained to be-
licve that these in our text represent the wicked govern-
meats as they are now organized.

MESSENGERS: what are they? Answer, in the vii.
chapter, those that deliver messages, the visible messen-
gers of God and also of the Devil, of this surely the ix:
chapter is conclusively clear, and shows us how we may
explain; vii: 1: or else there is two distinet interpreta-
tions ta the words four messengers in these two chapters ;
these two classes, good and Lad, are here represented.
Jesus calls the wicked the devil’'sangels. Matt. xxv: 41.
I wish to notice what I sece in Professor Whitings's new
translation of the Apocalypse. Ie gives the name
wiesseonger for angel as it 18 in the other translation i
every iastance but three, viz: chapters v:-2; and
xviii: 21, In these two lre calls them mighty angds,
Acconding to this view then, there is but two invisible
angels named in John's vision.  Alsoinviii: 13; ** I be-
held and heard an cagle flying, &e.”

All the others are good and bad messengeis.

ix. chapter. Que messenger of the Abyss,

xii : -Messenger of the Diagon, twice.

xviii: Messcuger, mighty voice.

xiv: Third messeuger, with a mighty voice, 9th verse.
Auotlier erying with w mighty shout, 18th versc.

x : Mighty messenger.,

xiv: Presence of the /loly. messcngers, 10th verse.
1Ioly mcssengers ure invisible, Sec Muth. xxv: 31.
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Messengers are named sixty-one times.  Angels twice.
Jesus is no where called an angel or messenger in the
Apocalypse ; aec his distinctive names on last pp. Sab-
bath vindication. DBefore leaving this part of our subject
we wish to contrast tho teachings of the spint with the
teaching of angels from a few texts.

AnceLic ANgers. Three angels calied on Abmham.
It scems that one of thein was God, the other two went
to Sodam tosave Lot.—Gen. xviii: 1, 2; xix: 1, 15, 10.

Jacob met them on his way.—Gen.xxxii: 1. Ho
wrestlod with one. 24th verse. Cle prevailed,and his name
was changed to Israel. 28th verse. Ilcalso saw them
assending and descending from Heaven. Gol sent an
angol to shut the lion’s mounths in the den.  Angel Ga-
briel eamo to make Daniel nnderstand his vision.  Cnme
second time to give him skill and understanding.  Thind
time came to make him understand about his vision,
&e. x: 11,

Zachous was visited by an angel who showed him re-
specting his son, John the Baptist.—Luke i: 11-17.

The angel Gabriel visits Mary, the mother of Jesus;
told her that her son should reign over the house of Da-
vid forever. 26-33. At tho Dbirth of Jesus a multitude
of angels appeared to the shepherds by night. ii: 10-15.
One camo to strengthen Jesus ; xxii: 43, Paulalso had
one at a special time ; his ship-wreck.—Acts xxvii : 23.
An angel spake to Philip to go down to Gaza.—Acts
viii: 26. And when he got there the spirit tgught him
what to do, 20th verse.  Paul says, are they not all min-
istering spirits sent forth to minister to those who shall
be heirs to salvation.—IIeb. 1: 14.

Now in every case above noticed these angels nppear-
ed personally, and visibly, therefore they did minister un-
to tlhcm. And as every real saint of God has an angel
that beholds the faco of God in IIeaven, (Math. xviii:
6, 10.) so they will be sont to minister unto them visi-
bly and instructingly if they need it.  1f not, .they will
come invisibly, and the instruction or teaching not un-
dlorstood except the person visited is in vision or dream-
ing.

The reason why angels do not teach us our duty in
many things as they did formally is, becauso at the ns-
cension ‘of Jesus, God scnt down tho Holy Ghost to lcad
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us into all truth.  Notice the following TEacHINGS OF TE
stiat. " Behold 1 send the promise of my futhers upon
you: tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem until ye be en-
dowed with power from on high.” Luke xxiv: 49.
** But the Comforter which is the Holy Ghost, whom the
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all
‘thingy, nnd bring all things to your remembrance whatso-
ever 1 bave said unto youw."—John xiv: 26.

*“I have minny things to suy unto you, but ye cannot
bear them now.  Ilowbeit when he, the spirit of truth is
come, he will guide you into all truth: or he shall not
speak of himself, but whatsoever hie shall hicar, that shall
lic speak ; and he will shew you things to come. He
shull receive of mine and shew itunto you."” xvi: 12-14.

In these two last texts we have direct revelation
and operations of the lIoly Ghost upon the heurt, there-
fore it scems clear that invisible angels do not teach us
especinlly in the Revelations. John was in the spirit
on the Lords, or 7th duy, (or the spirit was upon hun.)
See also three other iustances. iv: 2; xvii: 3; xxi: 10.
Also Actsii: 4. Jesus alsoadmonishes the seven churclies
individually to hear what the SPIRIT sayeth unto the
clinrches. 2d and 3d chapters.  Scealso John iz 32, 33.
Math. iv: 1.

FOUR QUARTERS of the carth : IHow. shall we un-
derstund this?  Answer: BEurope, Asia, Africa und Aue-
rica,

FOUR WINDS: What are these? Answer: Figura-
tive of the four sore judgments of God, viz: Sword,
Fumine, Noisome Beasts and Pestilence. Sce Ezo. xiv:21.
Lxplained under the head A WIND. )

EARTH, SEA and TREES: I understand to be lit-
erul, as they arc all connected under the firmament of
heaven.

Ist. EARTIL: Literal. In cightcen chapters of the
book of Revelations the word carth is used more than
fifty timés. Inii: iv: ix:and xvii: it js not used. In
every instance it shows a clear literal meaning, with two
or three cxceptions. if they can bo called aqch. 1st is in
viii: 6; but in the 7th and 15th "verses it shows the
word earth to be literal, therefore tho 6th verse must be;
for we could not understand this chapteg if the word
carth was used figuratively in one verso and literally i
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the next but one, unless it wns explained.  2d. xii: 16,
*“ The earth helped the woman, and the carth opened
her mouth.”  This appears at first somewhat obscurely ;
many explain it thus: the earth or Roman government.
I think itis clear from the 4th, 9th, 12th and 13th verses
of this chapter where the word carth is used in a literal
sense, that the 16th verse must and will be undemstowd
literul, because there is no explanation. If I am right
in the above, then earth has a clear liternl memnng ; il
T am not, still the word is used forty-cight times literully,
and but twice obscurely.  Again the question is settled
in the text, for it is not possible for the four messengers
to have power over any other carth and sea and stand
on the same, but the literul one. Thorefore the carth
liere is literul,

SEA: liteml, beeanse it is here connected with the
literul carth, nand could not be understowd unless there
was an explanation given for its being used in a figura-
tive sense.  With two exceptions, viz: ' Sea of Glass,”
the word sea is used nincteen times in cleven chup-
ters ol tho book of Revelations, and in every instauce
in nelenr literal sense, except chapter xviii: 218t verse;
und this I think ennnot be nnderstowd tiguratively, be-
cause the 17th and 19th verses of the sune chapter
speak of the liteml sea, that have ships in it.  Further,
John says when he saw u new heaven and a new carth,
thero was no more sew xxi: 1. Some think that can-
not be: why not? beenuse David hus prophesied that
Chirist’s dominion shall be from sea to sen, e, So it is,
und will be, for ut leust one thousand years to come : be-
yond that we have no need torenquire at present.  Does
not John also tell ug that the DEVIL will be bound and
shut up for a thousand years?  That certainly must be
in the future ; uuless it can be proved that he hus been,
or is already bound. Is it not plain then that this same
carth and sea, which constitutes tho whole dominion of’
Jesus, will as regularly and as preeisely, and minutely
coutinue to make onc thousand revolutions round the
sun, (in accordance with this prophcey,) as it has the
six thousand in the past. In which case, it cannot he
showun that the sea will be made void, until the end of
tho scven thousand ycars. Then I believe as John has
stated, there will be no 1nore sea, because the first hea-
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wen and the first earth will pass away, and there will be
a new ouc without any sca. lleuce we believe that the
wurd sea in this chapter is to be understood in its nost
literal sense.

Once more: John says I saw a beast rise up out of
the sea: from the same position (sand of the sea,) ho
saw another beast coming up out of the carth. Rev. xii:
1, 11.  Now this is the literal carth of which he speaks,
Liccanse he says this beast which he saw come up out
ol it eausecth the carth and them which dwell thercin to
worship the 'first beast. See 12th verse. 1t was multi-
tudes of people which he saw, and it will not be denied
but what they dwell on both literal carth and sea.  Now
hiere is positive proof that this two horned beast was seen
coming, or rising up from the liternl earth. Then the
evideuce is as clear that he saw the first beast in 1st
verse, coming, or rising up from the literal sea, because
it could not be that hie saw wukitudes of people coming,
or rising up out of a symbolical or figurative sca, and
from the same position sce others coming up out of the
literul cartli; common sense forbids it.  Many exposi-
tivus of these beasts and their rising or comiug up, &c.,
Liave Leen published. My business with this chapter now
lis been merely to show that the word sea in Ist verse is,
aud must be used in o literal sense.

If any of my readers should still doubt the liteiulity of
the above three texts, viz: xxi: 1; xii: 1; and xviii: 21,
they canunot doubt but the other sixteen are literal
Surely hiere is a decided majority to settle any disputed
quastion ; but I think the proof is clear that in every -
stance nmmed, the word sca is to be used in a literal
sense. It caunot, in any way I think, be disconnceeted
trom the literal earth for at 16@st one thousaud years in
the future.

TREES: literal, because firstyin the text they ure
conneeted with and beloug to the earth and sea.  In my
last work, (Vindication of the Sabbath,) where I refer-
red to this sealing message as theu being i the future,
1 then taught that trees was a sywbol of man as used by
the prophets. Sce Ios, xiv: §; Psalms i: 3; Muth. iii:
10, &c. The subject was then new to.me, and not
rauch agitated.  ere theu Iimbibed an erroncous view,
Lecause ou a wore liorough exmmiilation I see it ust
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bo taken in the samo literal sense that earth and sea is,
because of their close connection and explanation which
I now propose.

In the beginning God created tho trees with their finit
on them, and suys to man, *“to you it hall be ot meat.”
Gen. i: 29. Every green herb is for the beasts, 30th vs.
God also planted n warden in Idden.  ** And out of the
ground made the Lord God to grow every tree that's
pleasant to the sight and good for food THIE TREL
OF LIFE ALSO in the midst of the garden, and the
tree of knuviledse of good and ecil.”’ Gen. iz 8, 9. Itap-
pears that after Adam and Eve had siuned, by cuting of
the tree of kuowledge, ot good and evil: thut God tarn-
ed them out of the garden iuto the earth ; *lest also
they should eat of the tree of lite, and live forever. (22d
verse.)  In whichi case they would have become immor-
tal sinners.  Itis evident [rom this history that God in
tho beginning made ample provision for man, both in
this mortal and hnmortal state, & ¢ he ereated fruit for
their meat during the 6VV0 years, for buth the righteous
and the wicked in this ecarth, with this dillerence ; viz :
for the righteous who keep the commanduments and over-
come, shull eat of the tree of lite which s in the midst
of the Purudise of Ged. (Same garden of Eden)  -Jesus
calls it ** tho city of my Goud.”  Jolhn in vision says, it's
* the Now Jerusalein.”  Puul says, it's ** the Mother of
us all.” It's the dwelling place for the saints to * live
and reign " with Christ ** u thousand years.” They shall
also have the tree of knowledge: ** And EVERY TREL
that's pleasant to the sight and zood for food.” Surely our
God who declares *“tho end fromn the beginuing,” has
done all things well.  To him be all the glory. Amen.

No wounder then that Moses guve the following imperi-
ous comrmand ; viz: “ when thou shalt besiege a gity o
long time in making war agaiust it, thoy shalt not de-
stroy the TREES thercof by forcing nn axe ngainst
them, {Or thou mayest eat of them ; and thou shalt not
cut them down vor tue TREE or Tue rieiv1s MAN'S
LIFE! to employ them in the siege.” But trees thature
not for meat may be used for the sicge. Deut.xx: 19, 20.

Now in Revelations the word tree is spoken of cight
times; four times as the tree of life. This certainly is
literal. Again, four times as literal trees connected with
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this carth. See viii: It was literal fire on the literal
earth whero green grass was, that destrgyed the trees.
Sc¢e how clearly this comnpares with the 7th literal plaguc
ou Egypt.  Exo. ix : 25.

Once moro: ** And it was commanded them that they
should not hurt the grass of the carth, neither any green
thing, neither any tree.” Rev. ix: 4. Ilcreis the literal
carth and grmss in connectinn with the free.  On this text
it is stated on nuthority from Gibon's history, that under
the sounding of the sixth trumpet when the third part of
the Roman Eimpire—the castern part, was to be scourg-
ed, that the suceessor of Mahomet in izsuing his orders
to Mahometan soldiers gave them in these words, viz :
Destroy no palm trees, nor burn any fields of com ; cut
down no friat trees, &e., using alinost the same lan-
gunwre of John in his vision. See Liteh's Prophetic ex-
positions. vol. ii.

I think this fully proves the word tree and trees in the
text, Rev. vii: 1, 3, to havea clear literal mcaning, and
us wo have proved in the foregoing argument thut the
words curth and sea, are to bo used here in their liternl
sense, so the trees are to be also,

A WIND: Is it literal or figurative ? Answer, figura-
tive : because these four angels, or messenger govern-
meuts, viz ! Lngland, I'rance, Russia and the United
States of North America, in their present orgunized state
canngt prevent the literal winds from blowing from any
point of the compass. It appears from the 2d and 3d
verses of Revelations, vii; that A WIND, which they
scem to have the power to hold, is something that will
injure the inhabitants of the earth, and =en, as soon as
they let go; hence the cry of the scaling angel for them
to injure not the earth. sea or trees, until we have sculed
themservants of our God intheir forehieads.  The question
now arises, whut does A WIND symbolize or represent ?
Answer, n SWORD ; or, ns the prophet Ezckiel expresses
it in his 9th chapter 2d verse: A weapon of lis breuk-
ing in picces, (sec margin,) destroying weapon, or
slanghter weapon in his hand. 1st and 2d verses. ~ Please
notice that Ezckiel is looking in vision at the same scal-
ing that John is, only some seven hundred years earlicr.

Further : besides the literal winds of heaven which
these four messengers have no control over, there are
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four spiritual, and figumtive winds ; throe of these they
have not attempted w, neither can they control them.

1st. Wind, the operation of God's spirit.  John iii: 8.
2d. Winds ol doctiine, such ns vain und groundless opin-
ions. It iy well-known that these are propuguted all
over the carth. 3d. Sin and temptation. Isa. Ixiv: 6.
Math. vii: 25. 4th. Winds and whirlwinds of judg-
nieut and cuemies, which begins, according to the pro-
phet Ezekiel, with first, the swond ; sccond, the fumine ;
third, the noisome beasts; fourth, the pestilence. xiv @ 21,
Pleaso read the context, 12-20 verses, and mark the irre-
vocable deerco of God's judgments, without the least
mixture of mercy, When not even the prayer of Noah,
Danicel, aud Job, it they werein the land, could suve son,
or daughter, no, none but theirown souls, This is to be
in the time of Duniel's trouble, when Michael stands up
to reign and dashes the nations in picees like o potter's
vessel.  Won't the open door believer and opposer be wil-
ling then, think you, to ancknowledge that the dvor is
shut? or will they continue to say as thoy now do, thut
they know the door is open, and will be until the Loal
Jesus shall come.  Just look at the order of events pre-
dicted by the prophets. 1st. * Duauiel’s trouble.” 2d.
** The voice of Gul.”  3d. “Sign of the son of man™
4th. * Coming of the son of man.” TIsit not perlectly
clear that there is no open door in the first event named ;
viz: time of Daniel's trouble : if there was, surely the
prayers of all the righteons united would save some one
besides themselves.  Nouah, Job and Dapicel could not it
they weso here. Then itis clear that the door is not
open. . Can it be shown now whercubouts the 2,300
days will end in the tinie of trouble? no; will Jesus
come then before the voice of God? no; where, and
when then, did the 2,300 days end, and the door close or
shut? Answer, teuth day of the 7th month, 1844. |
do not believe it's in the power of any living being on
carth, or ever will be to show the ending of the 2,300
days, and door shutatany other point of time. And now
the time-of trouble has began, what is our duty? An-
swer, hold fast our past experience, and let no man take
our crowi.

God hero describes his four soro judgments soparately,
and emphatically shows at that time the fruitless hopes



16 THE SEALING NES3AGE.

of unbelievers. See also Jer. xlix : 36. The four winds
to come upon Ilum, 37th verse, shiows how, viz: T will
send the SWORD after them.  Again Jer. xxiii: 10,20
nnd xxx: 23, 24, The fierco aniger of God upon the
head of the wicked, a continwing whirlwind, ** in the lat-
ter (or last) days ye shall consider it pecfectly.”  This must
bo for the time of trouble. Onece more, Jer. xxv: 29, I
will eall fur a swonl upon ALL the inhabitants of tlic
SARTIL  In the 32d verse he calls this evil, the sword
first, to destroy thes, aud says a great wkitilivind shall
be raised up from tho consts of the earth, and the slain of
the Lord, &e., showing most clearly here, and in 31st
verse, that it's the sword that slays them, and denomi-
nates it a whirlicind.  Justturn and read Prov. 11 24-32;
mark 27th verse, also Mos. viii: 1, trespassing against
God's Juy is sowing the wind, and they shall reap the
whirlicind, &e., Tth verse ; and lastly, Isa. xvii: 12, 14,
connecting with it the reniaining portions of zckicl's
vigion in chapter ix: 5-10 verses.  Now we see that
A WIND, sywbolically, or figuratively means a sicord,
or destroying weapon whieli will come upon all the in-
habitants of the carth wlhen the four messengers let go,
oras it would be more literully expressed when they
cease 1o have the power to restrain mob law, violenee
and blood, by the power of their organized governments.
Please sce the specimens which have been exhibited in
Lurope since the beginning of 1818, particularly Daris,
the capital of I'rance, on the 22d February, 20-23 June
Jast, ad now.  Aund also Vienna, the capital of the m-
pire of Austrin, and somo eight or ten other kingdoms
aud states, and then we shall begin to learn what John
means by the holding or letting go @ wind.

Now it will be readily seen when they let go, and
the four winds blow, that thiese messenger govermmcents
only had the power vested in them to hold the first wind,
or as it is called, a wind, the sword ; for when this work
bezomes general all over the earth, (and it will be,) men
cutting down their fellow men, neighbor against neigh-
bor, brothier against brorher, and city against city. Then
the other three winds will follow as o matter of courso,
viz: fumine, noisomo beasts, and pestilence, for it never
was yet, nor over can be in the power of men to prevent
thera when law coases to restrain the violonce of the

THE SCALING MESSAGE. 17

sword, which in the text is figuratively ealled A
WIND."

Verss 2. “dAnd I saw another messcnger ascending
from the rising of the sun having A scal of the living God,
and he cricd weith a lowd voice to the Jour anessenzers to
whom i was gicen to injure the carth and the sca”

ANOTHER MESSENGER : how shall we understand
this ' Answer, men and women which are moved upon
Ly the word and spurit of God to exeeute his will here
upon this earth.  Why cannot this messenger or angel
mean an invisible one?  Answer, because wa never
hear invisible angels or messengers preaching with loud
voices to men. See the text, also Rev. xiv: 7, what the
Advent people cried with loud voices in 1512 and "14.
These in the 7th chapter are some of the same messen-
gers that have continued to pass un through the-threo
messages in xiv: and are now ** keeping the command-
ments of God and the faithe of Jesus" 12th verse, the
present truth ot which is the keeping the seveuth day
Sabbath, and beJieve the door is shute e says, 1 saw
another massenger; does he mean to =ay there was but
one! no: furin the 3d verse the same voica says, till
WE have scaled, &e., showingz the plural number. Look
at the xiv: chapter and Gth verse, he says there too 1
saw anotlier, thie same expression.  Now our history
shows that there were lmudreds teaching from the samo
chronological charts that Willinin Miller was, all of one
stamp. ‘Then it.was the oncness of the message all on
one theme, the coming of the Lord Jesus at o certain
tune, 1841.

So I unuderstand our text, the work i3 one, tho Subbath
keepers ascending with the Sabbatly, *the seal of the
living Gol.”

A SEAL OF TIHE LIVING GOD: whatis it? An-
swer, one of the mwost sacred trnths that God ever gaye
in keeping to mau, viz: “the Sabbath of tho Lord-our
God " As Moses gives the order of things, man was
created the sixth day, and the next thing in order was
the Sabbath. Then it was the first truth which man _
ever roceived from the mouth of God, in inmediato con-
noction with his existauce, Jesus says, “ the Sabbath
was made for man ;" then while man exists both iu this
mortal aad afler that, in tho immortal state, this samo
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Sabbath will be his to keep; sco Isa. Ixvi: 23. * From
onc Sabbath to anotlier shall ALL FLESH come to wor-
ship beforc me saith the Lord.” Here then is a time
when the Sabbath of the Lord our God will be kept by
cvery living being.  What say you that opposo and
trample down God's holy Sabbath, and say it's abolish-
cd, or it's changed, or to use a more modern phrase, it's

“RELAXED;” will you keep it here? your practico -

says no! Docs it look like being kept Where the timo of
troubleis in Europe? No, no! Where then? Answer,
in the New Jerusalem, the Pamndise of God, where it
was first made for man, where « the Sabbath keepers
and believers of this holy lnw will be asscmbled, the hun-
dred and forty-four thousand who mie now living on the
carth. There is not one sentence fromm Gen. to Rev. to
show” that the seventh day Sabbath, was cver ** changz-
ed,”” * apousncnp,” or “RELAXED,” since God first
mado it for man.

“We have God's word fur it that it never will be; hear
him: “my covenant will I not BREAK, nor ALTER
the thing that is gono out of my lips.” Psa. Ixxxix: 34,
Again, * ye shall not ADD unto the word which I com-
mand you, neither shall yo DIMINISH aught from it
that ye may keep the commandments of the Lord your
God."—Deut. iv: 2.

Does not God's covenant, his 10th commandinent to

us include the Sabbath. ‘Isthere any wise men in the

land that can point to the chapter and verse in the whole
word of God, and say here is where he has forfeited his
word, and broke, and altered, or diminished his command-
ments. I{the men are to be found, the chapternnd verse is
not. T suppose some will rise upand quote Coll. ii: 14-17.
Look ye, does not tho 17th verso say these are shadows
that aro abolished? yes! Well, does not Isainh show
you as above stated, that thereis no end to the Sabbath?
yes! Well, did you ever see, or hear of a shadow to
that which has no end? justas readily find a shadow to
space! eternity lorto God!! Will you now come again
with the xiv : of Romans, 2d of Comurthians iii: chapter,
or Paul’s lotter to tho Galatians. Then you will only
expose your own folly, for Paul has not furnished you
with one argument to abolish God's holy Sabbath. I
tell you it's beyond the reach of men. Has not Jesus
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said also, thatit is easicr for heaven and carth to pass
away than fur the least sentenco or particle of the law
to fuil? It's from overlasting to everlasting throughout
the boundless ages of cterity ; ono cterunl, unchanging,
weekly Sabbath, Yorever, oven foreverand ever.  Secing
then that this Sabbath began with man's existence, and
runs on throngh the age ot this world, and still contin-
ues on co-evaland co-extensive with and for immortal
man, and its holy author the living God ; and this being
the only great truth from the beginning, why should it
not be called the seal of the living God.

Living God: is first used by Moses in Deut. v: 26,
* For who is thero of all flesh thut hath heard tho voice
of the living God speaking out of tho midst of the fire,
as wo have, and lived.” Neheminh anlso refers to this,
showing that it was tho timo tho awful scene when God
came down to give them true laws, * and makest known
to them his holy Sabbath,” ix: 13, 14. Joshua next
uscs tho expression “living God,"” when ho describes
the power- ol his commandments in rolling back the
downward stroain of the river Jordan, &e.  John in vis-
ion replies to it in the samoe sense, or meuning, * sces a
remuant of the sced of tho woman (last end,) persecu-
ted for keeping ** the commandments of God and testi-
mony of Jesus Christ.”—Rev. xii: 17.  Again, ho seces
them under the third messenger's message, Rev. xiv: 9,
after having passed through the two preecding ones in
6-8 verses, keeping tho commandinents of God, &e.,
12th verse, and shows us how they came to understand
their duty, and the time when to begin to keep them,
viz : ** And the temple of God was open in heaven, and
there was scent ine his temple the ark of his testument,
and there were lightnings and voices,” &e, xi: 19, This
Ark containing the ten commnudinents was seen by
whom? Answer, those that cried with voices at the
same time. Who wero these? Answer, tho wise vir-
gins at the close of a ery ut midnight, when the seventh
day Sabbath question arose and wont through the land.
in 1844 and '45. A little further : how came this door to;,
be open in the templo in heaven then?  Answer, Josus.
had now finished his 1810 ycars ministration or work for
the world, thon the door was opened for the first time,
(nocording to the type and this revelution,) to introduce
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our greal Ihigh Priest aud King to his bride, and for him
to present at the Father's throne the whole Israel of God
on his ** breast plate of judgiment,” for remission, or blot-
ting out of ull their sins 3 but this ecannot he accomplish-
cd until e has tried them, and humbled them, to prove
then, tw kuow what is in their hearts, whether they will
keep his commmandments or no.—Deut. viii : 2. This was
hig manuer with the tirst charel, so with the last, sce
the exnmple, 1st Coro x: 5, 6, 11, At this time then
God's childeen by fiuth und examination of” his word, in
their peculinr state and conueetion with their great high
priest " in tho housc of God,” saw the commandments
ol God, nud especinlly the clear light on the fourth, his
holy Sabbuth.  And foue years past history show their
keeping it.—Rev. xi: 19, Now here Jesus (ns in the
type,) stands beside the merey seat, which is the cover
to the ten commanduents, waiting to blot out the sins of
all the Ismel of God when they are sealed with the seal
of the living God, as they nre presented in order on the
“Dbreast plate of judoment,” even the twelve tibes of
Isrnel.—Lxo. xviin: 29, 30, and 21, Comjpare this type
with the sealing message.—Rev, vii: 3-8,

Now 1 you see the figure, the scene s in the inner tem-
ple in the third heavens.  Ist. The Ark with the comn-
mandments, overit is the merey scat, God's throne ; An-
wrols looking into it; God in glorions majesty scated in
his great white throne right over it; the living waters
of life gushing out from under it creating a river that
could not be passed over.—Iz xlvii. * Wherein shall
go no galley with oars, ueither shall gallant ship pass
thereby."—Isa, xxxiii: 20, 21. Beside it stands our great
high priest crowned and clothed in royal majesty, pre-
senting on his breast plate the hundred and forty-tour
thousand now to be scaled with the seal of the living
God.  This is and has been the present truth for God's
Isruel ever since the vail of the mmer temple has been
raised, or door open, i. ¢. since October 1844, And it is
to bo wnderstoud inu few simple words, viz: the Sabbath
of the Lord our God, and shut door. Ezckicl shows the
pastors und the company pushing aguinst it with side
and shoulder, and treading it under their feet, fouling the
vosiduo of the waters. God says his flock cat and drink
it, it's their lifo ; yes, yes; it's the meat in due season,
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the present trath. God further xays, these sheep ane
men, they shall be mine and I will be their Gad
Ezckicl xxxiv.  This settles the question, the sheep e
scattered having been deserted by their shephends, These
are the people which Johin sees keeping the coninnd-
ments ol God, particularly the seventh day Sabbath @ tor
this, and this only is the great objection. What foliows!
why now they ure o be seaded with this truth b owhens
do we find this ! why in Rev. vii: 2=, 1iUs called wosenl
of the living God.  After this, it is scen that the tewnpie
in heaven is open ugain, xv: A, What for ! noswer,
Jesus hins finished his work there, the siants e all seal-
ed. Now Michael stands up to reign, tiie seaded s
sengers go forth S HR T
by he sees sealed ones entering the holy city, Xanes 1
who? answer, those that do, or keep God's commiainl-
ments.  Surely the Sabbath s included here, and its the
one hundred and forty-four thousaid ouly that is secn
entering the eity.  These are those only which are hving
when Christ comes.  The dead saints'are not now keeyp
ing the commandinents, they are separately represented,
Rev. vii: U-15.

DPawd's Lestiniony : 1le was canghit np to the thind hea-
vens! did he see the ten commandments there ! 1o
does not say he did: but hear him reason about it
“ Beenuse that which may be known ol God ix misnnifest
for the invisible things ol him from the creation of te
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things
tlrat are made, o that we are withont excose.”'—
Rom.i: 19 20, Whatis this? let ool explain it fur
ther! *Who serve unto the example and shadow ot
heavenly things, as Moses was admonished of Gad when
he was about to make the Tubernacle: for see, (suith
he) that thou make aull things according to the pattern
shewed to theo in the mount.”—lcb. viii: 5. It is
thereloro necessary that the patterns ol things in the
licavens shonld be purified with these, [blood ol heasts, |
but the heavenly things themselves with better sneritices
than these,” ix: 23. Now by turning to Iixo. xxv: we
can read what the patterns are.  ‘The x1: chapter showsy
that the Tabornacle was made for to put the urk in, $d
und 21st verses. lIlero then are perfect patterns uol
only of tho house not made with huuds, but every urticle
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of furniture it contains, and especially the Ark with the
ten commandments.  Here then it will plainly appear
that the putterns of these things were aiven for the in-
struction and government of man in this mortal state ;
Lt the substance, the original, particularly the ten coms-
mandnents, are, and were made by God “for all the re-
decmed in immortality.  Now if the commandments re-
nitin perlect in heaven, iow can they become imperfect
on earth,  Agaiu we are told that the change of the
Subbuth took plice at the resurrection of Jesus, while
others suy it was abolished at his death.  This they say
waxabout A.D. 53, Now the date of Paul's detters from
which we quoted, are twenty-seven years this side of
their pusition, are not worth a
straw, snd the perfectness of these things here, and the
condeinnation for not believing what s seen, is for us ;
or there is not oue particle of his teaching for us, who
will tuke n stand like this?  This then makes it o senl-
ing truth.  God says his Sabbath is o perpetual one, to
Le observed by the children of Isruel forever. Jesus
siys, ** the Sabbath was made for man.” "Then it will
be his always, whether in this mortal or immortal state ;
therelure it's an everlasting truth.

Awmong the many sing committed by propliets, priests,
and people, the most prominent has been the polluting
God’s holy Sabbath,  ** They-have profaned my holy
Sabbaths, they put no difference_between tho holy and
profane.”—Ize. xxii: 8, 20 ; xxiii: 33, Therefore Gf)tl’s
writh was poured npon them, and they were sent into
captivity. 2% opposite: ' Thus saith the Lord, blessed
is the man (not the uatural Jew only,) that keepeth the
Sabbath from polluting it; also the sous of the stranger
(the gentile,) that keepeth the Sabbath froin polluting
it, even them (or such of them,) will I bring to iy holy
mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer ;
fur mine house shall be called an house of’ prayer for all
people.”'—Isa. lvi: 2,6, 7. This certaiuly oxtends to
the reign of Christ hiere. Again: * those who would
cease {rom their own pleasure on my holy day, and call
the Sabbath a delight, the holy of tho Lord, honornble,
and shall honor himn not doing. thine own ways, nor find-
ing thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words,
Then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord, and I will
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cause thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and
feed thee with the heritage of” Jucob thy Father, for the
mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.” Iviii: 13, 14—
These two verses show us how to keep the Sabbath
holy and honor God, and positively carry the keepers o
the Sabbath to their promised inheritance, The 1:21h
verse shows the restoring of the Sablbath.  When this
carth shall have performed six thousand revolutions,
around the sun, man will have had 313,071 boly days,
or £57 years of holy days sct apart and sanctitied by
God for his special benetit. This brings us to the sign of
the Sabbath.

Tune Sannati—a sion, -and sgnifics sabseribe, rep-
resent, notify, mark.  This being  the  siguification
of a sign, it is the sume as seal. God says that he
gave the Subbath for a perpetual covenant und “ u stun
(ur seal) between hine nnd the children of Ismel forever,
(His reasons for it are,) lor, (vr because) in six days the
Lord muade heaven and earth, and on the seventh day
he rested and was refreshed.”"—Exo. xxxi: 17, llow
evident it is to any person of sane mind, that God gave
this sign at the samo time that he made the Subluath,
viz: on the seventh day of ereation ; not for the tribes of’
Isruel only that lived in the days of Moses, but for the
whole Isriel of God, from Adain to the resurrection ol
the righteous dead.  This sign then was given twenty-
five hundred years before there was a deseendant of Ja-
cob on the carth. The reason why Jucob's name was
changed to Israel, was because he wrestled all niclt
with an Angel and prevailed with God.  In this scusg
then all who overcome (and none else) will be the tue
Isrnel of God.

Again!  ** Verily my Sabbaths ye shall keep, for it js
a sign between me (the children of Ismel,) aud you
throughout your geserations; that ye muy know thut [
am the Lol that doth sanctify you.” The generation
of Jacob's descendants linve not ended yet, hence the
sign.  But it wus given for all that keep the Sabbuth,
It never can be u sign to them that do not keepit. Fur-
ther, the keepers are sanctified by observing it. Itisa
sign, beeause no servile lubor is to be done on that day.
It is a sign because God has given it to us expressly for
that purpose.  Further, it is u sign that we shull kuow
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him, and be forever with him. It will continue with
the Sabbath, and that we have proved, uever ends.:

A sign, stenifics subscribe, represent, notify, mark,
similnr to our own usages. A sells B his fanm, the
contret is closed by giving a deed.  ITow would it look
i A tirst delivered, then scaled, afterwards signed, and
then wrote i? You say, wrong : well then, reverse it,
A writes it, then signs and seals, and then delivers it
Just so with n letter; just sois God's order ; now try-
ing us, to prove us, by seeing whether we will keep his
commandwents or no ; if we do, then we have the sign
ol the Sabbath, nnd ready to be sealed, and then deliv-
ered by the-voice of (2ol from thestimo of trouble.  Iere
then the sealing process is proved as Paul has Abraham,
* nud he received the sign of circumecision, a seal of the
righteousness of the faith which he had,” &e., Rom. iv:
11. The gign shows that the seal must follow, and as
there is no other truth which God has given his servants
that is to be a sign between him and them but the keep-
ing his Sabbath, then “a seal of tho living God™ 1s
the Sabbath,

w ASCENDING TROM TIIE RISING OF TIIE
SUN, having « seal of the living God.” I had believed
that this wseending was to have been taken in a literal
sense; the sealing messengers going at first from the bor-
ders of the Atlantic (snn's rising,) West, and North, de-
claring the sealing message, but Ged in answer to uni-
ted prayer gave us the clear light upou it, through sister
Lllen G, Wihite ; some of the circumstances were us fol-
Jows :7=A smnll company of brethren and sisters wero
assembled in meeting in Dorchester, near Boston, Mass.
Belore the wieeting commenced, some of us were exam-
ining some of tho points in the scaling message ; somo
ditlorenco ot opinion existed about the correctness of the
view of the word ascending, &c., and whereas we had
made the publishing of the message a subject of prayer
it the Topsham Conference (Me.) a little previous, and
hé way to publish appeared not s_nihcwn!l): clear, we
therefore resolved unitedly to refer it all to God.  After
some time spent in carnest prayer for light and instruc-
tion, God.gavo-sister. White. the. following in_vision, viz:
Avhere did the light break out? Let thine angels teach
iy where the light broko out! It commenced from a lit-
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Mo,.then thou didst give one light aller anothier.  The
The testimony and commandientsare linked together,
they cannot be separated ; that comes fist the tenu com-
mandments, by God.

The commaudinents never would be struck ngninst if
it were not to get rid of the Sabbath commuandment.
That one that has relaxeditis very foolish. It was very
small, and when it rose, though it rose in strength, it
was weak back there, when it came up it increase, (or
increased.) If they wou't hear it they are as accounta-
ble as though they did hear it.

Ie was well pleased wiey his law began to come up
mn ;\;Irougih, ned the waste places began o be bault up

Out ol weakness it has become strong from scavehing
his word.  TTe test upon it higs been but g short tiag
Al who are saved \wﬁl be tried upon it in some way,
That truth nnses and is on the inerease, stronger, and
stronger.  IUs the seal! It's coming up! It arises,
comimencing from tie nsing of the sun.  Like thie sui.
first cold, crows warmer and sends its rays.

When thal truth arose ther¢ was bat i:ttl_c light in it,
but it has been increasing. O the power of these rays.

It grows iu strength, the greutest weight and light is
on that truth, for it lasts forever when the. bible is not
needed. It arose there in the cast, it hegan witha small
light, but its beams are healing, O low m:ghly is that
truth ; it's” the highest after they enter the goodly land,
‘but it will inerease till they are made immortal, -1t com-
menced from the rising ol the sun, keeps on its course
like the son, hut it nexer sets. '

The angels are holding the four winds,

It is God that restrains the powers.

The angels have not let go, for the saints are not all
scaled.

The time of troublg has conunenceed, it is begun, Tha
reason why tho four winds have not let go, is becanse (g
saints are not all sealed.  1t's on tho increase, and wijl
iucrease more and more ;, the trouble will nevet end un-
til the earth is rid of' the wicked.

At that time neighbor will bo ngainst neighbor. That
timo has not yet come, when brother uguinst brother
and sister against sister; but will come wheu Michuel
stands up.
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When Michacl stands up this trouble will be all over
dhie earth.

Why they are just ready to blow., There's a check
put on becuse the saints are not sealed.

Yea, publish the things thon hast seen and heard, and
the Dlessing of God will attend.  Look ye ! that rising

is in strength, and grows brighter and brighter. That.

fruth is the scal, that’s why it coines last. The shut
door we have had.  God hias taught and tanght, but that
experience is not the seal, and that cominandment that
has been trodden under foot will be exalted.  And when
yve aet that you will go through the time of trouble.

Yea, all that thou art looking at, thou shalt not sce
Jqust now.  Be careful, let no light be set aside which
comes from another wiy from which theu art looking for.

The nhove was copied word for word as she spake in
vision, therefore it's unaduolterated ; some sentences es-
caped us, and some which we have not copied hero.
This probably is sullicient to show the answer to our
priyers.

IIere first, we were taught to publish the sealing mes-
sage and God's blessing would follow.  But be careful
nut to set aside auny light which comes rumn another
quarter from which we were (then) looking.

od. That the time of tronble had commenced.

Sd. Thut the four anzels had not let go, because the
waints were not all sealed.

4th, That it was God which restrained the powers,

5th. That the Sabbath and the shut door were the con-
necting truths that was now the present truth.

Gth. That the Sabbath is the seal, because it's the
greatest nud the last truth, and continues-forever.

7th  That the ascending from the rising of the sun is
(symbolical,) and represent the rising of the Holy Sab-
bath from the eastern continent (bordering on the ocean,)
of these United States. It began in u little spot like the
sun rising from his ocean bed, is small, nm& its power
feshle, but increases in warmtlwand power, strength and
wajesty ; trunscending all other power.

Its beamiug rays running out to invigorate and cheer, .

and warm the earth, is first cold and feeble, because its
rays are horizoutal, but as she (apparently) ascends in
the heavens, they striko obliquely, and continues on
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strenythening in power and eflulgence until its vertical
rays come directly down upon us.  So with this mighty
Sabbath truth, the sign between God and man, has
come up once more free from sectarian shackles in Baby-
lon since u ery at midnight ; though weak at first it has
been increasing throngh all opposition ; shining in its
strength and beauty, showing that it is a test by which
the true children of God are to be tried, and lastly, “a
scal of the living Gud,™ to seal them in their forcheads,
for the great day ol God's wrth! when he shall roar
out of Zion aud ntter his voice trom Jemsalem, and shake
the heavens, carth, sea, and all nations.

But as this message, nnd itx messengers will undoubt.
edly meet with fieree gpposition @ 1st, from backsliders
who have ouce professed o keep this Holy Sabbath, but
only held it in unrighteousness ; and 2d, from the no law,
and no commandment professors ; 3d, from others who
say the Sabbath is changed but don't know how, nor
where.

As much has been said to prejudice the honest amld
candid enquirers after truth, ngainst dreams and visions
of these last days, I think it o proper place here to ul-
lnde to sume bible history, awd make some passing re-
marks.  We are commaded to try the spirvits, thant wo
may understand which is rieht. So also to fry visions
by proving all things and holding fast that whicl ix good.
The promise stands on record that there should be vis-
sons i the last days,  Well, says one, we have had them
and it hias cansed nothing but confusion aud finaticism,
therefore 1 believe all of them to be false. I ask if there
ever conld be n fulse, unless there was a trae first ! how
can any thing be counterfeited unless from the genuine !
What is still clearer necording to Peter, Jast day visions
arc to be nnder the influence of God's spirit.—Acts ii:
17, 18. Therefore there is to be spiritual visious from
God in the last days, just as certain as there is to bo
signs, and who will have the hardilwod to deny the re-
peated appearances of these. If the visions this sister
has published arc fulse, pray tell if you cun, where woe
are to look for the true ounes, DPlease read them over
again, and see how clearly nnd bitderly they aceord with
God's word and Sccond Advent history. But the great
majority have no fuith iu visions, Then they may a4
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well say they have no faith in the bible: for some, yea,
many of the most wonderlul scenes, wud also prouises
made to the chiureh of God have comio to us through vis-
tons,  Latus notice a fow !

Abrbhan in vision was promised an heir, also the land
of Cannan for himself, and sced after him.—Gen. xv:
1, 12=18. Jacob had his duty made known to him in
Visin, to remove from the land ot Canaan to Eeypt with
all lus posterity.—Gen. xlvi: 2-7. What woukl have
been the consequence if he had doubted !

Balwaun saw visions of the Almighty with his ceyes
opei. He saw the star coming out of Jacob, aud a
seepter rise out of Ismel ; yes, he saw the adveut off
Jesus.—Nuni xxiv: 4, 17,

_There was a time when the word of the Lord was pre-
cious i the Lk, beeause there was uo open vision, God
then spake to Siniunel by night.—Sam. iii.

Job ulso siow visions ol Gad, vii: 14

Solomon says where there is no vision the people per-
ish, but he that keepeth the leer happy is he.—Proverbs
SKiX: 16, Isainh in vision hind a seraphim touch his
lips with Lallowed fire—lie saw - the laud utterly deso-
Lute and men removed far away.” vi: 11, 12, lle also

Ssaw Y srevious vision from o terrible land,” xxi: Also
tho "valley of vision,” undonbtedly it was the Sceond
Advent movement since 1844, xxii.  Again: *“tho vis-
ion of all is become unto yon as the words of a sealed
book, thereflore the wisdom of theiv wise men should per-
ish, xxix: 11, God touched Jereminl's mouth with lis
hand and eaused him to see! i: 9, 11, 135, lle says
their visions nre vain, and from their own heart when
they ery peace, which is not from the mouth of the Lowd,
XXiii: 16, 17, The fue is no more, her prophets also
find no vision from the Lord.—Lam. ii: 9. It appears
fl:olu this, when God's Jwwe is despised and visions fail,
(Just as the priests and people would havo it now,) then
desolations sweep over the land.  E:zckic/ too had most
wonderful visions of God, see from lst to 12th chapter.
In his 9th and 10th chapter ho gives his view of this
scaling message, the voice of God, (explained in xliii: 2d
and 3d verses.) Inthovii: ho shows us things which
now appear to bo transpiring, 25, 27. And then liko o
man of God ho goes abroad and declares what ho saw
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to his people, xi: 24,25, Here is plain duty for all that
have visions ol Gud, zoand do likewise.  He also shows
that * the Zue departs from the priest, for the days arce
at hand and the efect of every vision—" y¢ have Eumhn'.-
edmy people saying peace "—* because with lies ye
have made the heart of the righteons sad wham I have
not made sad, and  strengthened the hands of the \\'I!.'k-
ed,” xiii: 22, as the published visions of 1516 and 47
caused the wicked to gmumph, und righteous to be sl !
then rejeet them.  Mere is a stindard by which to try
them:  Daniel's risions have been written i books nd
drafted charts of these last days, and caused the b
tants on both lind aund sea to tremble, and feel _tlm cun-
demning power of the hiving burming truths of’ God.—
Micah shows that the sun goes down, and night comes
because there is no ciséon s i G, o

Amos's vision, vii: vii:and ix @ chapters, pointing ns
to our own expericnee, in this day ol lumine fur the
word of the Laord. .

Obadia’s testimony is all vision: so is Nulwon's.
Stand ont side of the cities after the twilight and you
will see (just what he did in vision 2500 years ago,) the
chaviots with their thuning torehes, running ke the
lightnings,  Look around you throughont the land nndd
sz the fir trees (now called syeamore or buttonwond, )
terribly shaken, a standing miracle tor the Instive yewrs
think that this is not the day ol his preparation ! 1 3.

Lhihalkak's vision ! 1low strikinaly clear he portray’s
Daniel's vision on the chartsof 1012, 012 2,30 Rend adso
what he saw about the time of trouble, and what perfizet
confidence God's people would have in the terrible fam-
ine at that time, when the trees, the fields, aud the stalls
shall fhil to yield them food, iz 16=17. See alxo Zacha-
rinh's vision of the last days; God said to Hosea, 1
have multiplied visions.”  But let us come to the New
Testament, the days of tho first advent of Jesus. 1lo
*was the true light which lighteth every man that com-
eth into the. world,” and yet God was still speaking by
visions.

Zuchariah's vision, Luko i: 22, taught that Jesus wag
about to come, by showing him that his son would pre-
pare the way for himn, and becanuse ho doubted ho was
struck speochless: mark this! Tho samo angel Gubriel
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Visits the mother of Jesus in a few months after to show
the coming of the Messiah, 26-28 verses.

At the close of Daniel's wonderful proplicey of the
sceventy wecks, Cornelius the centurian had s vision, and
way directed to send for Peter ; just before the arrival of
the messengers God gave Peter a vision, which brought
the Jew and” Gentile nations together, by giving them
sulvation. It scems that God repeated DPeter's vision
twice ; what if he had doubtegd? why some one else
would have had the vision say you, for that prophecy
was then to be fulfilled. Let us be careful how wo
donbt when God ‘speaks through worms like ourselves.
What think you of three fold united vision on the mount ?
the three witnesses viewing the mininture kingdom of
the Lord Jesus.—DMath, xvii: 9. Now let us hear a
learned man’s experience and testimony of visions & Tho
Apostle Paul saw in vision a man comipg to open his
cyes.—Acts ix: 12-21.  Ile also Lias a'vision ut I'roas to
go to Macedonia, xvi: 9. Ile has another at Corinth,
xviii: Y. Buat the most wonderful of all was when he
was canghit up to the third heavens, up into 'aradise;
liere lie saw in vision things teo wonderlul to be uttered !
this and the seven thunders which Juhin heard, were too
wouderful to be told.

And now to close up the book of God, we come to the
book of Revelations containing twenty-two chapters of
visions; a testimony to the seven ditleren stutes of the
churches from A. D. 96 to the present day; seventeen
hindred and fifty-three years duration ; with the bless-
ing of God promised to all his servants who read and
hear, aud keep the sayings of this book ; and a curse of
cterial destruction to any one who shall add, or duninish
from this book. In this book too, let us remcinber, is
given the seculing message.  And lastly let us unite
Peter’s testimony at the days of penticost ! 4 And it
shall comie to pass in the Jast days, (suith God,) 1 will
pour out of my spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and
your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men
shall see visiong, and your old nien shall dreain dreams ;
Aud I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in
the carth beneath ; blood and fire and vapor of smoke.”
Actsiiz 17, 19, Just read the foregoing testimonies of
Prophots and Apostles and say, will God's word fail us
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hero? Did not theso prophets and apostles testify in
vision by the inspiration of his spirit ! yes.

Will it not be manifest in the same way in the last
days? yes. Is there any proof that the last days are
past? no. llave any of the signs connected with the
promised dreams and visions of the last duys been seen
yet? Why, to be sure they have; the daily und week-
ly papers have been teeming with them the last five
yeurs, besides the many books which have been pub-
lished, and lectures given to prove that the earth is tull
of them. And the wonders of blood, and lire, and vapor
of sinoke, is repeated sometimes twice a week.  Well,
I am giad you have acknowledged so much.  Now why
not believe the visions connceted with these signs, unless
you can absolutely prove that they are not ot God.  Is
fuith made perfeet by believing o part of Guod's testimo-
ny, and doubting some parts connected with it ? certainly
not. O but says one, we have had so many filse vis-
ions, Well, that is no proof that Gud's word will fail
and leave us without any true ones. | I was once slow
to believe that this sister’s visions were of God. T did
not oppose tlrem, for the word of the Lord is positively
clear that spiritual visions will be given to his people in
the last days.  More than two years nre now past since
I proved thiem true. Therefore 1 profess myself a firm
believer in her visions so fur as I have witnessed, and I
have seen her have many.  In every justance they havo
been in accordance with God's word @ setting the pro-
mises of God, and the closing scenes uround us in har-
monious, seriptural order, leaving the hearers the privi-
lego of searching the seriptures for the proof, and also in
rebuking sins of omission and commission, without pur-
tiality to friend or foe, always causiug the hearts of the
rightecous to rejoice, and the wicked to tremble: exactly
the reverse of what God tanght Ezckicl was false vis.
ions, viz : seducing his people with' vain visions, by di-
vining lies, making the hearts of the righteous sad, whom
lio had not made sad, and strengthening the lhands, of
the wicked. xiii: 7-10, 22, 23, This T believe she has
never Deen guilty of. I bélieve there are those who aro
oounterfoiting this holy work of God: better for them
that they had noever been born.

I fully believo in addition to thiy, that God is now giv-
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ing dreams and visions to his seattered children in many
places, to prepare them for the coming scenes of this
last coming contlict, the slaves of our own land, espec-
ially. I envy not the professor who is constantly look-
ing up passages to make void the plain word of God.—
* Man is to live by every word of God."

As this sister is not known by many who read her vjs-
ions and may read this Sealing Message, T have without
her knowledge given the foregoing arguments and state-
ments, to satisly my readers respecting the trath of this
recorded vision ; and especinlly to give God the glory for
all the light he gave us on that memorable oceasion ; to
him be all the praise. .ller privations nre many, and
lier trials severe @ she seems 1o be aware of the necessity
of these to keep hier frum being ** exalted above mea-
sure ;" and fully sensible that she, like all others, must
watch and pray and be sober, enduring to the end, to ba
saved,

One thing more ' in a vision in meeting the day befure,
Novewber 16th, she says: who has relaxed that fourth
commandment! O thou feolish mau! thoun shalt feel
the weight of this commandment when you caunot keep
it. That charge shall be held up to thee in the duy of
judgment, and you will feel it wore.

O, thou wilt wish that those words had nover pasged
thy lips.

Stand out from him entirely.

Wihen she camie ont ol vision, she said : |

I saw that hie rolled, and turned on his bed, to sce how
he could get round this law of God.

I saw that he would feel the weight and force of it
when he could not keep it. )

I saw he did things on the Sabbath, and wished to
justify himself.  Who was this you saw ? answer: J. .
Cook. ‘*For there is nothing covered that shall not bo
revealed, neither Aid that shall not be known."”—Luko
xii: 2. For further information sce Advent IIurbinger
3épt. 30th—Nov. 11th, 1848,

“ And he cricd with a loud voice (o the four messengcrs
to whom it was given lo tnjure the carth and sea.” Who
cries with a Joud voice ? auswer: the messengers which
give the scaling messagoe. Who do they cry to? an-
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swer : the four messenger govermments ou the four quar-
ters ol the earth.

Lirplanation ! These four, and one messenger, can bo
explained only in one of two ways., They must all bo
cither liternl ungels or literal inen.  We havo already
given severil reasons on 5-8 pages why thiey are not
literal angels, or angelic beings.

We will try to show furthier that they are liternl men
and women doing the work of God amonz their fetlow
men, in like manner as hias been done sinee the geneil
going lorth ol advent essenzers from 1z41. Now for
that propheey and Zistory ! seo Rev. xiv: 6-12. ** Aud
I saw another angel (ur messenger,) flying thirough tho
midst ol heaven having the everlusting wospel to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth, und to every nation
and Kindred and tongue and people, saying fear God and
Fivo glory to him for the hour of his judgnicut is come,
and worship him that made heaven, aud the earth and
sca, and the fountains ol waters,” 6th and 7ih verses.

I'belicve it is not denied by any adventist that this
wad their work from 1841, 44, Well, was this the work
r an'invisible nngel erying with a loud voice to 1wen,
and preaching tho gospel to them?  No one ean mako
it so uppear.  Angclic angels do notery with loud voices
to men ; neither can it be shown from the bible or history
that they preach the gospel to men.  Iow shall we un-
derstand it then! Auswer® jnst as you sco yourself
and others doing that very identical work, if it will mako
the subject any clearer to believe that invisible ‘angels
giva the ery first, and we havo, respouded, I objeet-not,
but confess that I cannot so see it,- Willinm Miller was
the leading man, and all who preached the same doc-
trine and {roin the same chronologicul charts, was of tho
same faith, or oneness of tho message. Therefuro it was
represented as an nngel message.  Wo all know that
there were hundreds engaged in this messago; so the
same with the other angel that followed, saying, Buby-
lon is fullen, &th verse; and again with the third angol
following thom, saying, with a loud voice, &c., 9th verse,
who doces not know thut theso werg men.  But how did
they preach that message? did they go on to state in
preaching this gospel that we must * fear God and givo
glory to him und worship him that made heaven and
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carth, and the sea and the fountains of waters?”! no: I
do not believe that an advent congregation ever listened
to a full exposition of this 7th verse.  What then ! An-
swer: the character ol the message.  Why, this xiv:
chapter was never made the subject of a discourse that
L know of, wntil the second messenger's cry that Baby-
lon had fidlen ; and even then it was not understood :
and yet it was the right message as we now know.—
True Williun Miller lectured  from  this chapter and
taught that it brought to view the great harvest of the
wyrld, see his life and views, page 132, Ile does not
even allude to our histury as it was. Why ! we ealled
it the midnight ery, the sccond coming of Christ, the
proplietic prophecy, or visions of Daniel nnd Johin, and
said the Lord Jesus was coming in 1813 and 44, We
did fear God and give glory o him, and the way wo
learut it was by following the charcter of the message ;
s0 we answer, we do in erying to the four messengers.
Ouf judgment hour ery message was, to preach it to eve-
ry nation. I ask lLow this was done? why by sending
publicatious to every missionary station. We proved
that was preaching it to foreign nations, except England
and perhaps a few other nations in Europe.  Now us this
was the way that wo have given the charactcr of the
messige to every nation in "43 and '44, so we believe it
may be here in the vii: chapter.  Again, it is positively
certain that these were men and not an angel doing tho
first three years work at the hour (or perid) of his judg-
ment; how can it be proved that wo are changed to
ungelic heings to finish the rest of our work before the
resurrection.  Go to the xiv: chapter agan, see thero
are some of the very identical persons that was doing
the work in the other messuges, now “ keeping the com-
mandments of Gud and the fiith of Jesus."  These and
no others are the sealing messengers.  God will not pers
mit any one to use his seal that doubts whether ho hres
one or no, so it iy clear that none but Sabbath belicvers
and keepers can have a part or lot in this matter.

I suy therefore, unless it can be clenrly proved that the
five messengers in vii: 1, 2, are angelie beings, then I
havo hero the right exposition. If all other difficulties
which I have mentioned could be removed, and that
would bo exceoedingly difficult, yot canuot this, unlcss
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we yicld our history, and if we do that we shall fuil to
find where the sealing messengers.come from.  Further,
we do not certuinly know that this message will not go
to these three nations.  The United States certainly will
have it.  Euglund and Russin both have colenics on this
continent.  Enulund will surely have it.  France ix bt
twenty-one miles from Great Britain. This is in the tu-
ture, and can all, for what I see, be fultilled.

ANGELIC ANGELS instruct men in three ways, Ist, visi-
bly and personally, as in the case of Abmham, Lot and
Jucob.—Gen, xviii: xix : and xxxii.  In dreamsand vis-
ions of night or day, us Joseph, Peter, und John,  3d.
Angel Gubriel in special ensex to Daniel, Zacharin and
Mary, respecting Jus visit to the Prince of Persin.—Dan.
X113, 20, it is an isolated ense to a wicked man, and
certainly is no proof of a fourth maunncr of instruction
* to those who shall be heirs of salvation.”  We certain-
ly have had no instructions like the above (bible rule)
to teach us our duty in the three messages (thus fur) in
Rev. xiv: 6-12, since 1841, If invisible angels have,
and do now teach us our duty except by dreams and vis-
ious, I cannot sceat; neither can I see how it is possible
to explain our duty by representing the angels as-invisi-
ble ones.  They must be men here, and so in like man-
ner the 7th chapter must be explained.  Paul says that
all inspired seripture is to perfect the man of God and
thoroughly fit him for cvery good work.  Jesus says, ' the
gpirit of truth will conduct into e/l truth.”  Angels come
to instruct, und strengthen in special cuses.

Loud roice : Iuvisible angels or messengers do not cry
with loud voices to men.  Therefore it must mean the
voices of meu, or messengers here, see 3d verse, till WIS
have sealed, &c., showing that the scaling message is
not given by one essenger alune.

3d verse, Y Saying, injure not the earth, nor the sca, nor
the trees, till W1 hace scaled the sunvants of our God on
thetr forcleads.”

INJURL, here means the inhabitants of carth and
sca, and trees, purticularly fruit trees as I have shown.
This power is with the men of carth and sew, for invisi-
ble messengers do not destroy trees.

SEALING, signifies to c/nse, scttle, confirm, ratify, make,
sure between two parties for over.  Tu'this cuso the puc-
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tics are God, Jesus Chnst and the Holy Ghost, with
144,000 men and women on the carth, witnessed by all
the holy angels in heaven. When the 144,000 on the
earth, individually, keep God’s 1loly Sabbath accurding
to the commandment, sce the example in Luke xxiii;
56, and decalogue, I2xo. xx : 8-10, then the sign of that
Sabbath is manifest, and this sign will be a seal of their
righteous act aud faith, as circumecision was to faithful
Abrmham, Rom. iv: 11, and the act ratificd, by their be-
ing ** scaled by the holy spirit of promise unto the day
of redenption.”” .

Thaut this is certain, sce Rev. xiv: 1; hereis the same
number in their redeemed state.  But stop, says one,
these 144,000 in Rev. xiv: 1, are little children.. There
is not one passage in Revelations to sustain it ; ol well,
says another, I kunow they are not children, but they are
the 144,000 that came up out of their graves at the re-
surrcction of Jesus.  ‘I'his, too, is without any founda-
tion in the whoule word of God: every argwment from
Rev. vii: 1-9 contradicts it.  John did not sce but one
company of 14,000 in his vision, und they were first to be
scaled 1mmediately preceding the letting go the four
winds, or in plain langnage, on the four principul pow-
ers of carth becoming disorganized.  "Lhis we sce is now
taking place in the cast, and this-identical 144,000 arc
now being sealed.  Sce also Sabbath Vindication, pages
100, 101.

In Revelations we learn that none but Jesus has pow-
er to unseal the word, v: 1,2, 5§, 11, 12; vi: 1, 3,
5,7,9,12.

The book of this prophecy is not to be scaled, xxii: 10.

Aeuin, some thiugs were to bo sealed. Tho scven
thunders which John heard are never to be known here.
The Devil is to be scaled for 1000 years; some are teach-
ing that he has been sealed a great while ago, others
that we have past the 6000 years of the world, and en-
teredon the seventh in 1844, I that be true, then he
Lias been sealed o little more than four years. It is very
certain that neither of these positions ure true, fur the
chain is not made in tho land yet (Iize. vii: 23,) that
can hold himn. This scaling work when accomplished,
will look more like the chain (or potent truth,) than auy
thing herctofore scen.  Duniel’s prophecy or vision wus
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to be sealed to the time of the end, viz: 1798 ; since then
it has been unsealed. So we see that whatever is seal-
ed is for a specified time, or forever and ever. Paul
speaks of another sealing under the gospel, 2d Cor. i : 22,
2d Tim. ii: 19, but the scal in our text diflers from them
all; it is ** the scal of the living God.”

FOREHEADS, ineaning public profession, or charme-
ter; Exo. xxviii: 36-38; Rev. ix: 4; xiii: 16. This
last text is still in the future, and has a direct beafing on
this very secaling message. This ungudly power from
which God's people have been called out, (Rav wwiit:d )
will yet, as it now appears, enact a law for the express
purpose of making all bow down and keep the Pope's
Sabbath, (Sunday } and all who do not, will have to
cease their intercourge, for this law will not allow them
to buy or sell, 17th verse, This will test the power there
is in the true Sabbath, * the seal of the living God" 1
say amen, and amen.

Also in xiv: 9-11. Iere we got the mark out of our
foreheads and hands, by leaving her (Babylon) and em-
bracing the true Sabbath. So when it is fully settled in
our hearts, and we are sanctified through keeping it, it
will bo as fully known what our protession is, and that
we are marked with it in our forcheads, as it was when
weé got our sccturian mark out of our fuorchends, &e., by
leaving the churches. The 12th verse shows thut we
wero called out froin them to keep the truo Sabbath, for
this is even now, the nnly commandment in dispute.

“SERVANTS OF OUR GOD:"” who are they?—
Answer, they are those who serve God under all dispen-
sations, Moses, David, Daniel and Paul.  Soon it will be
said, well done thon good and fuithful servant, enter thou
into the joys of thy Lord.

“ And I heard the nwmber of those scaled. A hundred
Jorty-four thowusand were scaled of anv the tribes of the chil-
dren of Lracl

“TRIBES OF THE CIILDREN OF ISRALL:"
who are these? answer, “ THE SERVANTS OF OUR
GOD,"” sce 3d verse, the proof is here plain who the tribos
of the children of Israel are; whenever the Subbath has
been contended against, none but the litern]l Jews were
allowed to be God's Israel, but sce here, how your straw
houses are demolished. John in holy vision sces that
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this very Sabbath which is * the seal of the living God "
is now being scaled on the foreheads of the twelve tribes
of the children of Ismel, which Tsrael are ** the servants of
our ("

‘Their individual names are written on the gntes of the
holy city, the very same ones which are lere sealed.
Surely they will have an undoubted right there, for they
* keep the commandments of God,”” xxii: 14.

Further: As the high priests always bore the names of
the twelve tribes of the children of Israel on the breast
plate of judgment, whenever they appeared in the holy
of holies, or the 10th of the 7th month, so Jesus our
areat high priest, the antetype of all the priests, on the
10th of the 7th montl, 1844, appears in the like order
bearing the nnmes of the twelve tribes of the children of
Israel ut the merey seat before the Father, pleading with
him to blot eut their sing, and send the holy spirit of pro-
mise to seal them with the seal of the living God.  Will
lio prevail, think you? Johu sece that the 144,000 were
s»aled of all the tribes, &e., and these were the servants
of our God, men and women now living. Where are
they, says our opponents ! Answer, ou the earth. Do
you know where to find them all? no, not yet ; but I
believe John saw every one of them, and I had rather
balieve him, i’ T should never have the privilege of see-
ing or hearing from one of them until the resurrection of
the just, than to have my part taken from the book of
life and out of the holy city, by continually trying to
prove that it was not o, bheeanso the Saubbuth believers
could not point thein all out, and tell their names. I
am quite sire thut such as find fault and reject God's
Holy Sabbath, (no matter what else they do,) will never
be amoung that happy munber ; none but Sabbath keep-
ers and believers can ever be sealed with this scal, and
even mauy of them will fail unless they keep the Sab-

bath holy in its appointad tine, for it 1s_just us sinful in
the sight of God to wilfully reject the Bible light on the
comniencing of the Sabbuth, and therefore transgress a
part of sacred time, as it wonld be not to kecp it at all.
Friday evening ut 6 P. M., the Sabbath commences, all
other figuring is lTost time:

Trom the 5-9 verses we have just 144,000 sealed
saiuts to stand on the Mount Zion in theirimmortal stato,
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ns is shown in xiv: 1. It is the same 144,000 they have
sdvunced beyond the sealing here, because they have
got the Futher's name in their foreheads now, so you
sce that the whole number which were scaled with* a
seal of the living God,” were afterwards redecmed.—
Who then will stop this side of the scaling to find fawult,

and full with the wicked. O Lord help us now,  Says
one, who are these in the 9th verse of the 7th élinpter ?

Answer, all the righteous dead from Abel to the resur-

rection, which I have no doubt will be seen uniting with

the 144,000 living saiuts, at the anniversury of the feast

of Tabernacles in the 7thamonth.  After God bas spoken !

compare the lust cluuse of this verse with Lev. xxiii:

3944 ; Neh. viii: 16=18.  The scaling is for the hving

snints only. The dendasnints nre now being jndzed,

Ao X Iidr Rev v §2:13, Johmsaw (notall the hunan

fuinily,) butall the redecmedd of every ereature in heaven,

on the earth, nnder the carth, (in their graves,) in the

sca, und all that are in thew ; meaning all that was thea

unborn, Yth verse is proof. These four instnnces ure all

tho nccount John gives of the sunder of redeemed siints.

In giving the exposition of Rev. vii: 1-4, [ have heen
more particular in weighing objections, and exwmnining

the Prophets views of visions, augels, &c., than muny of
my readers may think desiiable or profituble, in present-
ing the scaling message. My only apology, it one be ne-

cessary, is this 1 1st. Muny persons have supposcd that

this scaling wns in the past,

2d. Others that the holy angels make the ery, and the
people of God hiere on curth respond, und thus the work
15 done. ¥

3d. While others ngain believe itis « the work of
angelic beings.

4th. There are others professing to belicve in this
scaling time that have no faith in lust day visious.

As my exposition differs somo what from all of these,
and I have no means of replying to the various olijec-
tious which may arise from muany quarters on the pre-
scutation of this message, I have, therefure, anticipated
themn, and by so'doing have not beeu so briefas I other-
wise should have been. I hope, however, this will ba
no objection to those who waut the whole truth, and do-
siro above all things to understaud the whole subject in
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its true light and bearings. All such will, I hope, ex-
amine it scparutely, carefully, and prayerfully, by the
unerring standard of truth. All other ways will prove
fruitless. 'L'o makoe it a little plainer I will recapitulato.

1st. We made the four messengers figurative: repre-
senting the orgunized powers that be, viz: Great Britain,
France, Russiu. and the United States of North America.

2d. Objectiviis to these four messengers being liternl
augels.

§d. Messengers, figurative, representing the people of
the earth.

Ath. Iour quarters of the ecarth, viz: Europe, Asia,
Africa, and America.

Sth, Four winds, figurative, meaning the four soro
Judzments -of God.

Gth, 7th, and 8th, Earth, sea;and trecs, ull litcral, as
they are.

Oth. A wind, figurative.

10th. Another messenger with tho scaling message,
[figuratice : representing those now under the 3d message,
in Rov. xiv: 9-12, * keeping the commandments of Gud
and thoe fuith of Jesus.” In other words, the truo Sab-
buth keepers now an earth. )

11th, Ascending, from the rising of the sun, figurative,
ns explained in connection with E. G. White's, and Biblo
visions. P, )

12th. *Seal of the iving God " figurative, means the
never ending Sabbath *of the Lord our God.”

13th. Crying with loud veices, meaus the scaling mes-
seugers, or the Sabbath keepers. ) _

14th. Sealed, means fully receiving and being sancti-
fied in kccping the whole truth, to pass safely through
the time of trouble.

15th. Servants of our God : means all the true Isracl
of God, now living on this carth.

16th. Twelve tribes of the children of Isrnel: means
the servants of our God, now being scaled.

17th. Injure not the earth, &c.: Don't let go your or-
ganized system of governments, and let mob law and
unurchy prevail, so as to destroy people on carth and sca,
and destroy the trees.

16th, 144,000, means, that number of men and women
now being, and to be sealed, to the day of redemption.
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19th. Forcheads, meuns public professivn, to be scen
because it is a part of the person not covered. '

20th. The redeemed saints, living and dead, repre-
sented four times in Johin's vision.

EZEKIEL'S VISIONS.—Ille says * the heavens were
open and I saw visions of God.” In lhis second vision
as recorded in his vii: chapter, he saw the final desola-
tion of the laud of Ismel: and from the fullowing strong
expressions he referred to the present and future state ot
things here, viz: “ Now is the end come upon thee.—
An end is come, the end is come.—The time is come the
day of trouble is near.—Now will T shortly pour out my
fury upon thee.—And ncecomplizh mincangerupon thee. —
For the vision is tonching the whole mudtitiede — Al hnnds
shall be feeble, and all knees shall be wealk as water.—
Destruction cometh, nnd they shallseek peace, and there
shall be none.—Mischict shall come upon mischiel, wid
rumor shall be upon nunor,” &e.

In his viii : chapter he begins with his third vision,
and says while he was setting in his houze in Bubylon,
(in the captivity,) the form of a hand took him by a’leck
of his head and brovght lim in the visions of God to
Jerusalem, to propheey its destruetion.  1le ealled upon
him to see the uwlul abominations committed by the
professed followers of Gud.

IIe then deelares that he would “ deal in fury, that Le
would neither spare nor have pity, thongh they ery in
mine ears with a loud vuice, yet will I not Lear them,"
18th verse.

‘ He cried also in mine cars with a Jond voice saying :
cause them that have charge over the city to draw near,
even every man with Lis destroying weapon in his hand.
Aud beholl six men came from the way ol the higher
gate, which is turned towards the north, and every man
a weapon of breaking in pieces in his hand, aud vneinan
among thein was clothed with linen, with a writer's ink-
horn upon his loins ; and they went i and stood beside
the brazen alter.—And he called to the man clothed in
linen which had the writer's inkhorn by his side: and
the Lord said unto him, go through the midst of the city,
through the midst of Jerusalem, und mark a mark upon
the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for alt
the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. Aud
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to the others he said in mine ears, go ye after him
through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare, nei-
ther have ye pity; slay utterly old and young, both
maids and little children, and women ; but come not
near any man on whom is the mark,” ix: 1-6. A ques-
tion now arises, what is this vision to do with John in
Rev. vii: 1-4; answer: nothing, if it has been fulfilled :
il not, then it will apply.  1st. Then it will be admitted
that this vision was a prefiguration to Ezckicl of some-
thing that was to come, for it could not be a propheey if
it wus in the past,

2d. According tov Lzckicl's dates, and Jeremiah's, 52d
chapter, the Bubylonians besicged, took, and destroyed
Jerusalem, and burued up the principal buildings there-
of, about seven years ufter this wonderful propheey, viz:
B. C. 55t ulso 2d Kings, xxv: chapter.  This did not
fullil the propleey, for he heard the orders given to the
men who were o destroy, to slay witerly old and young,
both maids and httle ehildren, und women. Now there
i3 no such record made by Jeremial, or in Kings, above
quoted.  They show the destruction of the city, but
thousauds of the inhabitants instead of being slaughter-
ed, were led away eaptive into Babylon.  And a ren-
nant was left in the land ; und they afterwards went
down to Egypt contrury to the word of the Lord, and the
prophet Jeremialh went with them, see Jer. xlii @ xliii.
Further: * he said come nol near uny man on whom is
the mark,” 2. e. the sighing und crying ones, showing
clearly that there was some righteous ones, for the man
in linen had done his work and reported himself, 11th
verse.  But at this destruction of the city, B. C. 688, 1
believe it is clear that there was not one to mark.  Jere-
miah and Izekiel's prophecies show that this destrue-
tion of their city and their eaptivity had befullen them,
bzeanse of their continued backsliding. Now for the
proof.  ** Run ye to and fro through the streets of Jeru-
salemn and see now, and know, aud seck in the broad
places thereof, if ye can find o man, if there be any that
ereculcth judgment, that scelketh the truth, and I will par-
don it"—Jer. vi 1. Now this was a few years beforo
the city was destroyed, and during the-threatened judg-
ments that would come on them, -unless they repented.
Therefore it is clear here, that there was none to mark in
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the city of Jersalem when it was destroyed, seven years
aller lzckicl had his vision. If there hud been one
righteous person there, God could not have destroyed it
then.  So that this wonderful vision of slaying witerly
old and young, and marking the righteous in their fore-
heads, was not fulfilled here. Well but Jerusulem was
destroyed again in A. D. 70, 658 years after this; yes,
aud this was the time that Jesus referred to when
hie told them to pray that their flight nay not be
on the Sabbath day, Matt. xxiv. May not this slaying,
aud marking time refer here? I think not, hecause we
have just quoted the Saviour's lunguage to show that all
the sighing, and crying ones, even his praying children,
was to flee from the city the first opportunity except on
Tie Sabbath, (not first day of the week.)  Now this dife
fers materially from Ezekicl's vision; he saw that the
nwrked ones were not to be touched while the wicked
were being slain in the city. Seeix: 6, §, 11,

History shows that the praying ones had lelt the ciyt
some time before the Roman uriy entered it, and begin
to slay the wicked ; besides, though many huudred thou-
sand souls were sluin in the city at this time, yet they
were not wterly shain, beeanse many thousands of themn
were led away captive by Titus, the Romun conqueror ;
hesides we have no account whatever of any marking or
scaling process of the sighing ones at cither ol these times.

May it not have been in the reign of the Maccanees,
between these two awful calumities that befell their city ?
no, it is not these. I believe we have no other nccount
to which we can refer.

"Therefore it is clear that the sighing, erying, warking,
and slaying time, which he saw in vision 2443 ycars
ago, was in reference to the last days. 1 see not wliere
it can apply any where else.  Then here is two witness-
cs.  Now Dunl says, “out of the mouth of two or threo
witnesses shall every word be estublished.”

EZEKIEL'S AND JOIIN'S VISIONS COMPARED.

1st. Ezckiel saw that those who wero makiug an ut-
ter destruction of the wicked were MEN, they were not
angelic beings,

Johu saw fourinessengers had the power 1o injure the



44 THE B8EALING MESSAGE.

inhabitants of carth, sea and trees. These we have
named as the four principal ones. Now in the slaying
time the other powers beside the four principal ones ‘will
bo engaged ; then we have five here.

2d. Ezckiel suw one sealing or marking MAN clothed
in linen, emblematical of the righteous in white robes.

John saw a messenger having " a seal of the living
God,"” to seal God's people with. _

3d. Ezckiel's slaughtering men were to sluy the in-
habitants ol the carth.

John's were to do the same.

dth. Tzekiel and John both saw that the marking and
sealing was immediately preceding, and evenin the time
of the slaying and injuring of the inhabitants of carth
aud sca.

Thus while the time of tronble is in one quarter the
marking or sealing will be finished in another, just us
Ezckiel's slanghtering men was following directly on
after the marking or sealing man.  Just so John saw
the trouble had began, or else why did he hear the seal-
ing messengers cry out lor them 1o hold ou, (don't begin
yet,) we must keep n head of you, to mark, or seal, the
servants of God, first,

fth. Ezekiel saw that the mark was made on those
that sigh and ery for the ubomination in the land, 9th v,

John saw the seal was to be on the servunts of God,
and that these in the last days are, and will be the sigh-
ing and crying ones, there is abundant «proof’; sce Jere-
miah's view of the time of Jacob’s trouble, xxx: 6-9,
17, 24 ; and the day and night ery, Luke xviii: 7, 8,

6th. Lzckiel saw that the man in linen reported, or
as, in the wmargin, returned the word, saying, I have
done as thou hast commanded, 11th verse.

Johu's scaling messenger eried with a Joud voice. This
of course shows that he, or they, was doing also what
was communded, or returning or fulfilling the word.

‘7th. Ezckicl saw mix doing this work. This therefore
is another strong prool that John's messengers were MEN.
If they were iavisible angels, us some bellcvc.‘thcp it
will be absovlutely necessary to prove that Ilzckiel's
sluughtering, aud marking men, are also invisible angels.
This I think cannot be shown. .

These things prove that Ezckicl and Johu's visions
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were of one order, niad at the same time, viz: just prior
to the delivernnce of tho sighing oncs, by the voice
of God ; und before the pounug out of the soven last
plagues on Bubylon ; by these same sealed ounes, [don't
start at this! it is so, for John's visions as clearly prove
this as it does the sealing message.] It is true Ezekicl
did not state the number sculed, or marked, or what
their peculiar mark was, as Jolin has douo; yetall the
muin features of the two visions agree.

They ure both a miniature view, similar to the trnos-
figuration or views of the cverlasting kingdom ou the
mount, and will as surely be fulfilled.

As I have now given an exposition of John and Ezo-
kicl's visions, so fur as relates to the scaling message ;
which makes the foundation sure. I will now try, with the
help of God, to ruise and finish the building, by showing

THE TIME AND ORDER OF THE SEALING, WITH
“THE SEAL OF THE LIVING GOD."

Let us then look at the subject as we havo already
expluined it, and conucct it with other prophecics ; and
past and prosent history.

1st. Johu saw thut there was four principal nations
located on the four quarters of this earth which had, or
could have the power on Jand and sca; and that thoy
wero orgunized governments, as we have before stated
on page 4. We believe thom to be.1st, Great Britain ;2d,
France ; 3d, Russia; 4th, United States of North Amo-
rica. And that he saw them all disorganized, which
caused *such a time of trouble as never was since thero
was o NaTIoN.'—Dan. xii: 1. Now Daniel's time of trou-
blo cannot be, or begin to como while the nations are
standing in their organized state.

Hence, when these four principal ones aver earth and
sca, become disorganized, then all the minor govern-
ments of the carth will also become disorgunized.

Thus the whole earth will be ina complcte state of
revolution, dovastation, and destruction. A WIND will
then indeed blow, viz : the weapons of destruction which
God calls a sword, and as a most naturnl consequence
the other winds will follow, viz: famine, noisome beasts
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and pestilence. This, I understand, is what John refers
W by their holding the four winds, sce page 10th.

In this state of things they will also destroy the trees,
especially fruit trees, ** which ure for mau's life in the
sicge.”

Now immediately preceding this awful state of things,
or before it bezomes general, sce Lzckiel ix : 6-8, John
saw scaling messengers going forth with ** the seal of
the living God,” which eried, * injure nat," or in other
words, hold ! the four winds must not be let go, until wo
do our work ; for if we do not seal the servauts of our
God first, they will not be prepared to pass this over-
whelming time of trouble. “Therefore they must keep
licad of the inen who are to iujure, and deéstroy.  This
i8 in aceordance with both visions. Now these four na-
tigns and governments, and God's servants, are here.

How will they know when and where to begin with
their sealing messuge ! Auswer: when they sce cither
orany of these powers becoming disorganized, and A
WIND begin to blow, mcaning the slaughter weapons,
or sword. las any thing like this been seen ? yes!

We will begin with Frases, one of these four-powers.
The public journuls have stated tha on the 22d day of
last February France beeaune disorganized, deposed _til,cir
king, and burnt up his throne, (** east it down, Dun. vii:
9,") and himself and family fled to England for safety.
In this emergency they established a Proviucial or tem-
porary government, which continued until about the 23d
June lust, when that was destroyed by n counter revo-
lution... Ierc was presented a specimen of the time of
trouble ; tho scene was principally then in Paris, her
capital, where-her Legislative budy was in session, en-
deavoring to cunact a new code of laws to govern the
people. The wurk of devastation and death began again
by the reign of mob law. DBurricades and places of de-
fence were hastily thrown up by the mob, or oppusite
party ; these as we wore infonined, were made from pav-
ing stones, side walks, furniture, carringes, and especial-
ly trees, yes, all that they could cominand. The reign
of terror was such in the course of two days that the
heads of the provinecial government was compelled to
yicld their authority unreservedly into the hands of the
commander and chicf of about one hundred thousand
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soldiers, then in and around the city. The continued re-
ports of the killed and wounded soldiers, and valwable
oflicers, pouring in to the Chamber of Deputies, the Leg-
islative body which had convened to make lnws for these
peuple dissolve in confusion, and seize their war wea-
pous to compel those that opposed them to yield, or fall
by the sword.  As all power nnd authority to restruin
tho insurgeuts had now fiiled, military luw was pro-
claimed, and the city was laid under a siege; oue maon
having power and nuthority to doas he pleased.  The
|mpers go on to state, that women were equally engng-
ed with the men. One mounted the barricade waving
her fing in defiance of the mumerous anued troops that
opposed, for refusing to retire she was shot down ; an-
other scizes the tlag and takes hier place ; she also shared
the same fate.  The barricade wus now captured, and
but one living man behind it. In one meetinghouse
fourteen hundred dead soldiers were piled one upon an-
other.—S8ee Ezck. vii: 22,24, One woman boasted that
she had cut off the heads of five soldiers with her kitch-
cn knife.  In another quarter it was said they had pre-
pared an engine with vitrol to blind the soldiers, while
uthers were throwing missles and sealding water upon
the soldiers frum their windows and house tops.

It was also stated that five hundred insurgents were
tnken prisoners by the soldiers who marched them ont
into an open space and then surrouuded, and butchered
them in cold blood ; and the next morning four hundred
more shared the sane fate.  Besides many more awful
representations of murder, rapine, and blood. Among
the prisoners taken during this terrific state of things,
pupers were found upon, or about their persons, stating
what they in their seeret club meetings were resolved to
do if they becanie the victors ; one article was that all
property accumulated since 1815, should be counfiseated
and approprinted for their use, &c. &e. The work of
death and slanghter sprend throughout the land. It was
also stated that nbont filteen hundred of these scllstyled
culightened republicans arched outin a body, dccluring
their right of liberty and equality ; and eutered one of
their neighboring cities.  The citizens took the alarm
and fled, leaving them for u while unmolested in their
work of misrule and plunder.  After the first alarm had
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n little subsided, the citizens armed themselves with
whatever implements of destruction they could scize,
and recaptured their city, goods, &c.  And thus the work
ol revolution aud counter revolution ; neighbor agninst
neighbor, has been spreading and taking rvot throughout
the<ontinent of Europe.

One wore important item was stated, viz : that the
niob seized the ruilway stations and tore up the ruils, and
cut off the eleetric wires, for the purpose of stopping ull
intercourse; to prevent their neighbors from interfering
until they should become the victors. In this way ull
intercourse was stopped. ‘

See what a rushing und struggling has been, mnd is now
going on wmwong the people to overthrow and cast down
the thrones of the Dotentates of Eumpa?, viz: Prussia,
Ianover, Sardinia; Sicily, Naples, Venice, Lumbardy,
Tuscany, Rome, &c. See the account from the Boston
Times of Oct. 26, 1848, of the {flight of the Emperor of
Austria from Viesna, the capitol of his vast dupnmplm.
and of the insurrcction and sicge of that city for cight
successive days, from the Gth of October.  How they too
in their work of slaughter, when they became victors
tore up the railways and dewmolished bridges to stop all
further intercourse. Sce also a similar state of things in
Bourlin, under the king of Prussia. '

Almost every arrival from Iurope shows that thesc dif-
ficulties instead of being sottled arc breaking out like
volcanic eruptions in other parts of their terntories, and

, other places. )

Well, say the thoughtless ones, these things are noth-
ing more than what has been before. I reply, if any
thing like this had ever transpired among the most en-
lightened nations of Europe, we should find it recorded
in past history. Isolated revolutions are trivial, when
compared as it were with contincutal Europe. Thesc
things without any doubt sre in their progress and order
the fulfillment of propheey, viz; * The nntions ure angry,
thy wrath has come.”—Rev. xi: 18, The seventh angel
HAS sounded, 16th verse. ' The tilnc_of_qulll_ljfi Sll_lgl}__i}ﬂ
never was,” Dan. xii: 1, kas began; sce Ezekicl's man
clothed in linen, and his slaughterinig men all in the field
at the same time, with this difference only, ths}t the man
in linen was to keep ahead of them. John gives us the
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same view, by saying injure not;i.e. hold on'! stop !
wo must seal God's servants tirst,

Here then I say, is where God's people that have * the
scal of the living God ™' find out when this sealing moes-
sage begins, viz: one of the tour messengers, 1.oe Frnnee
beginning to let go or show her disorgnnized state, and the
surrounding  nations  following her example.  Ruler
against ruler, neighbor agminst neighbor, tricnds bocon:-
ing cach other's deadly foe ; giving the world a xpecimen
of what it will be when Dan. xaiz 1, in fully realized.

The time of trouble ** such ns never was,” st Tnegin
somewhcre, and ut some specific time.  Thiy then we
say is the time und place.  France being one of the tour
messengers to which ‘the sealing messengers were to
lvok befure they can begin to ery, sces the work Lo,
and hence they ery. Itis true that God restraing the
powers thatare now about to let go. His word is the nie-
dium ** by which he makes tho man of Gl perteet, nud
fits him for every gool work,” und then the spint leads
him intv all truth. Just so in this sealing messnzo.

Frow the facts which I have stated from the pulitical
papers we leam two peeuline truts, which nre these,
when mob law reigos in the cities

1. Trees ure injured (as John saw,) or destroyed. The
statement is something hike this, viz: the beautitul nud
valuable trees were cut down and  thrown tosether wit
other things, for places of deleuce.  So it will be iu other
places, independent of what the fires destray.

2. Rail roads and magucetic telegrphic wires are de-
stroyed with othier means of communication.  ‘This of
courso will be the ease in any other part of tho cuth

‘where mob law reigns ; when the timo of trouble bo-

comes genend  throughout the carth.  Hee we lean
how impossible it wonld be 40 give the sealing message
or any other, uller the time of trouble had began wheie
the messengers were.  They could not go tiowm plico o
pdace.  Therefore now is the time for the uscending mes-
seugers o go with their messagze and keep betore the
time of trouble or slaughtering weapous, und ery usthey

go with loud voices, the inhubitunts of the curth, aaal

sea, uro not te be sluughtered and cut down, uutil we
have seuled the servants of our God in their lorehicadls,
[or we sco the mica with their slaughter weaous e not
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lo come near any one that is marked or scaled. This is
’lt{e order of this sealing message, and work ‘of slaughter.
Tlhey are so inseparably connected that no other order of
cveuts can separate llhcm. a_ll i tho ficld togethier, the
sealing messengers with their work before theimn, and the
slanghtering men behind them ; which rodquires them to
watch before and behind.

John in vision saw the powers that be, beginning to
ijure or lay waste the inhabitants of carth and sca, with
the trees.  And the sealing messenger having ¢ a seal

o & i b ; =]
ol the ll\'mg God,"” watching their every motion, because
the work of scaling the servants of God could not cows
iuence until he sces them moving in his rear.  As soon
as s is manifest, whether they hiear or not, the cry is
Ui ajure not, &e., stop ! hold ! the scaling work must
be dune lirst.

Ezekicl in vision saw the same order, viz: The men
thit were to slaughter old and young, women, maids and
Inde children, and the one with the writer's ink horn or
»oaling man, all standing together, beside the brazen
ulter, waiting for orders when, and how to move, ix: 3.
Tie order is given, the scaling man moves first, the
sluvghtering men are ordered to follow him, §th v,

Their individual work of marking and slaughter were
$J closely connected, that Ezekicl cries out to spare that
ull Isracl muy not be destroyed, verse 9.

But the sealing mau reports his work done, right in the
midst of this slanghter, 10, 11 verses  Iow manifest it
i~ then that the sealing aud slaughtering messengers (in
b.ath visions,) are in the field together.  The one in such
close eonnection with the other, that the ery (or the char-
ucter of the work,) is continual, injure not ! hold on ! not
so list 1! our orders from the brazeu nlter (which means
the slaughtering nlter where beasts and birds, &ec., were
slain,) were that we should go first and that you should
follow ufier.  Here the scaling messcoger is continually
ou the wateh, setting in his wateh tower night and duy,
tu wove in the order of eveuts.

1 think we have clearly proved that the time of trou-
ble bas began.  Heuce the scaling message is, and must
biansow ™ because 30 must” go” belore, and not after the
tiuue of trouble ;-as both-John and Ezekiel shows. 'The
xchi Psaln™5-8"Versts also "shows thint” whilo the arrows
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or weanpons of death are flying, the righteous (or scaled
ones,) will be under the shadow of the Almighty.

Jesus has endorsed all these promises, by saying, * he-
cause thou hust kept the word of my patience, I also
will keep thee from the hour (or time) of temptation,
which shall come upon ALL the toorld to try them that
dwell upon the carth.—IRev. iii: 10. It certainly will
not be doubted but Jesus here referred to Daniel's tinio
of trouble. If lie has not, then there will be, 1st, a tiine
of -temptation to try all the world, and 2d, a time o
trouble, to try all the world ; und both so closely conuect-
cd that they could not be scen separately. I think it is

rfectly clear that Ezekiel, the Psalms, John, and Jesns,

wavo all referred to vne and the same time, viz: Dan-
icl's time of trouble, xii: 1. Let us now connect the
xxv : chapter of Jeremiah's prophecy with this ; and that
we may bpot stagger through unbelies, mark well the
10-12 verscs.

Here the first part of this wonderful propheey hag
been fulfilled to the letter, Babylon's desolation has long
been perpetuated, even sinco the eaptivity of Isracl,
therefore wo have the positive assurance that tho re-
mainder of the propheey will surcly be nccomplished.
Hear the Lord Jehovah speak, * For thus saith the Lond
God of Isruel unto e, take the wine cup of this fury at
my hand, and eause ull the nations to whom I send thee
to drink it. And they shall drink, and be moved, and he
mad, beeause of the sword that I will sendamong them,”
15th and 16th verses. :

Mark! this wine cup of God's fury is the same in
character with that which Juda and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem drank during their long eaptivity, for despis-
ing God's Sabbaths; just read Lam. ii: 8-12, see her
weeping prophet mourning over her doleful desolations.
But says one, this city was restored again after 70 years ;
well the 29th verse shows that she did not drink it all
then, but will continue until her final desolation. But
was it so of Babylon, which began to full at the end of
Juda's captivity ? read the 12th verse ngain, and conneet
it with Jer. L: 39. A desolate barren wilderness, n plaece
for owls and wild beasts, from gencration to generation ;
“sho that was a praiso of the whole enrth hias been
surprised ;” sho is destroyed. Sosays overy traveller
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that passes by, even this very now. Say, did God's
\wl.'t_ml tuil here? no! then ponder well the remainder of
tius chapter, o great part of which has become history,
und now the final end of it coming upon us like the mut-
tering thunder in the east, gathering blackness, und hor-
tible darkuess ns it comes; because devastation and ut-
ter destruction, and desolation is in its train.  The angel
Gabricl told Dunicl it was the time of troublo such as
hever was, xii: 1. Now the nations that drink this cup
:;{ Goud's fury are first moced, and then they are mad.—
I'he very state that John in holy vision saw them in
ufller tie seventh trumpet kad sounded, and before Jesus
comes.—Ilev. xi: 18, The very state that the political
papers say they are in now.

Jeremial says, he made the nations to drink this cup
u.f [ury, 17th verse ; how? why, by prophesying just as
God shew him. e goes on to number about twenty
k.m_-:slmns, with all the mingled ones around them, and
Licu says, “and all the kings (or kingdoms,) of tho
Il'urlvh ‘frtr and ncar, one with another, AND ALL TILIE
h!'\»(' DOMS OF THE WORLD WIIICII ARE UPON
lllIl; FACE OF THE LEARTII! and the king of She-
shack, (the United States of America,) shall drink after
them,” 26th verse. Whether I am figf;t wbout Sheshack
or not, Jeremiah has included every nation on the face
ol’ the globe.

" Aud though they refuse to admit it, God says yo
shall ecrfaindy drink it, because of the sword which [ will
send wmong you—~for I will call for a sword upon ALL
tie inhabitants of the ecarth, saith the Lord of hosts.—
Now who cannot see that this sword is A WIND, that
will blow as soon as these four powers bégin to let go.
T'v mako it still wore certain, he suys “ao noitse shall
culnie even to the ends of the earth, for the Lord hath a
coutioversy with the nations. e will plead with ALL
FLESIL—IIe will give them that are wicked to tho
SWORD saith thoe Lord.—Evil shall go Yorth from na-
tion to uation, and a great whirlwind shall be ruised up
from the coust of the earth, and tho slain of the Lor
shall be from ono end of the earth to the other end of
the ecarth,” &e., 27-29, 31-33,

Ho shows clearly that this whirlwind is the sword
slaying the people from one end of the carth to the other.
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ELAM is to full by this whirlwind, 25th verse. She
is one of the twenty named. Ileaso turn to the xlix:
36, B7 verses ; sce how it was done, the [our winds was
to scatter her, tho sicord should follow them until he had
consumed them. . God hiere tixes the time when this
time of trouble shall be, viz: when this cup of his fury is
opperating, and the nations are mad, or angry.

1Ie says to Jeremiuh, ** therefore propliesy thou against
them all these words, and say unto them, the Lord shail
roar from on high and utter his voice from his holy habita-
tion ; he shall mightily rear upon his habitution.—A
uoise shall come even to the ends of the carth,” &e., 30,
31st verses. This is the voice of God, and will shake
the powers of the heavens.—Matt. xxiv : 20, Isn. xxxiv:
4. Rev. vi: 11, *“1leaven, carth, and sea, and all na-
tions.”” Ilng. ii: 6. Ileb. xii: 26. Joel iii: 1G. ** lis
voice," LEze. xii: 25, I'sa. xlvi: 6, 7. Joel shows this
time to be.when God shall deliver his people.  This
must be nfter thoy ure sealed, and during the time of
Jacob's trouble, in the midst of Daniel’'s trouble; fur
that will not end until all the wicked nations are con-
sumed.

Jercmiah continues his proplieey on the shepherds,
and principals of the flock: shows that these will be
slanghtered, though they howl and ery, there will be no
way for their eseape, &e, 34th verse, now sce 20th
verse, compare themn with Eze. ix: 4, 6, and you will
sec how, when and where, Eczekicl snw the slaughter-
ing men and the sealing man destroying Jerusulem, and
beginning at the sanctuary to ent down the shepherds,
ancicnts, &c. llcre we have Jeremiah, Ezckiel, and
John all agrecing in the slaying time, * 2%c time of trow-
dle.”  Isainh shows us clearly, toothat this tune of
trouble will be ncighbor ngainst neighbor, and brother
against brother ; every man's sword agaiust his fellow,
x: 25-27. The Lord will stir up a scourge for the op-
pressor and desolater of Zion, according to the slunghtcr
of Midean at the rock of Orch. That slanghter was ac~
complished in this wny: Gideon with his threo hundred
men, divided into three bands, surrounded the camp of
the Midianites after midnight ; at the word of command
cach one gave a blast with their trumpets in their right
hand, and bruke their pitchers in their left, which cou-
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tained their lights ; and at the same time cried *“the
sword of the Lord and of Gideon.” * And the Lord sot
cvery man’s sword against his fellow, ecven through the
whole host, and they ran, and cried, and fled."—Jud. vii :
21l. Gideon soon had a numerous host from mount
Eplvaim.  The 31,700 dishanded troops from his army
were not recalled.

-'Tho little company that are now presenting and re-
ceiving tlié sealing message in this last work which Gl
has given them before their deliverance, have.got their
watch word also, viz: *“The commandments vf God
and the faith of Jesus.” “The Sabbath of the Lord
onr Gul.”  This will develope the residue of the 144,000,
and bring them out from mount Ephraim,

ISAIALLS PROPIIESY OF TIIE SEALING
MESSAGE.

“ Bind up the testimony : seal the lar among my dis-
ciples.” vin: 16, Iluw shall we undersiand this ! wlhat
testimony ausl fowe ds dis? and who are these disciples ?
Answer: the New Testament says, they are the follow-
ers of Jesux,  But Isniali’s prophesy is 741 years holine
Jesus was boru; may he not wmean diseiples in the Ol
Testament ? no: because the term is not used there.
Well then, perhaps he meant the first disciples of Jesus ?
nu, Lie could not have the lae sealed among then, for
i that had have been the case, the successors of the
carly diseiples could have no beuetit from the lae.  Stop
says au opponent, it was nailed to the cross.  That is
what you Lave continually asserted, to your own shamo
and coutusion ! Let me ask yon a question: What is
the bible definition of sin? you answer, sin is the trans-
rression of the faoe, 1st Johuiii: 4. Paul also teaches
taat where there is o lae, there is no sin. Then il the
luw was abolishicd at the erucifixion, there has not o
living oul sinned for the lust 1500 years. Do you Lelieve
that! Ouo! Well then, cease to preach your infidel,
soul dostroying doctrine.  John by thie inspiration of God
in holy vision, has seen you trying to destroy God's holy
law ; mark well his denuucintions.  ** Ie that saith I
kuow him nud keepeth not his commaindments, is a
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LIAR and the truth is not in him," 1st Johnii: 4. Do
not forget to notice the dato of thiscpistle, it is 57 years
after you say the law was abolished.

I kuow you try to ease your conscicuces by calling it
Ist, the lawe of the New Testament ; 2d, the law of
Grace ; 3d, the law of life; and lastly “ the perfect law
of liberty.” I ask, where does life, and gruce, and lib-
erty, emenate from, but from God the law giver through
Jesus Christ !

Why are you continually scekiug out some new way
of your own to explain the simple law of God? Go to
the decalogue, read it, and then search to know if it is
Awritten ou your hearts, and cease your vain and fruitless
cndeavors to remudel, or abolish the law of Gul,

There is but fieo distinet laws which the church of
God were required to keep. 1. God's law on tables of
stone, aud also on the heart. 2. Moses's law of cereino-
nics. . Now we know the last was abolished at the cru-
cifixion. The 1st then, is the Jaw which is now to be
scaled up: why now? because God has thurouzhly
triecd and proved the world in every way, to see il they
would keep his commandments or no, e sces the
sreut mass have utterly rejected them, but there is o
remuant that have been trying to restore and  houor
them, and now Isaiah sces that he wonld sead it winung
his disciples, as John aud Ezekiel has shown, and re-
ceive this remnant into Paradise from wlhere the law
(fourth conmandment,) first emanated, and destruy all
thuse that have transgressed it, and leave the enrth
cmpty and desolate, to keep her Sabbaths for 1000 years,
Then when it is made new all who love God's law (und
uo others,) will inherit it forever.

Lurther : John saw in vision, that the remnant, (the
last end,) the disciples of Christ were perscented by the
dragon for * keeping the commandments of God,” and
the testimony of Jesus Christ."—Rev. xii: 17. Now
mark! 1. These are the last portion of” God's people, and
they are keeping his lae, 2. They are the disciples ot
Jesus, beeauso they keep his * testimony.”

Then Isaial saw the sanie remnant thut John did ; nnd
sces that tho testimony of Jesus was to be bound up
with them, and the fawe, (or commandments, which s
the same,) SEALED among them, or upon them. Now
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see them in the history he ins given of them since they
came out of the churches, and began to ** keep the com-
mandiments of God and the fuaith, or testimony of Jesus,””
xiv:12. Is there any such people? yes, yes! where?
answer, scattered all over the Inn&. Do you know their
numes? yes, o great many of them. Then this point is
cleur. Dut there is further testimony, that these disci-
ples are the luw, or Subbath keepers of the lnst days.
See the next verse, Isa. viii: 17, * And 1 will wait upon
the Lord that lideth his face from the housé of' Jucob,
and I will look for him.” God is always represented ns
hiding his face from his people when they are in trials.
Iask if this is not the very. time that the remnant are
passing throngh their last trials, colleetively? yes.—
Weil, have they not been looking for the Lord collective-
ly? yes. Do they wait upon him still? yes. Then
that is settled ulso.  Now 18th verse, ™*Behold Tand the
children whom thoe Lord hath given “1me, nre for sigms
and wonders in Isracl,” &c. Who are these? The same
people.  The first wonderful sizn by which they were
distinctly kuown  from Sccond Advents, was shut door
believers, but the greatest wonder, and “sign by “which
they are now kuown is 7th day Sabbath helievers. Why
they really insist upon it that they are right. They are
30 stubborn that you eannot turn them.  Agnin: when
i strunger enguires for a certuin person and says ho was
an adventist, scmetimes the reply is there is several -of
that numo that prolessed to believe that way. - This per-
son used to believe the door was shut. T eonufessI never
knew what they did believe.  Well, this person keeps
the 7th day Sabbath, O, why hadn't you said that at
first ? Know where he lives? yes! keep right on, and
when you come into the place usk ulmost any body, and
they can show you. I wonder what these strange folks
won't believe next? .
The shut door and Sabbath, then, are the two promi-
neat marks by which they are known. Where is this
view taught in the bouk. See Rev. xiv:12. ** Ilero is
the paticuce of the saiuts; (or disciples,) here are they
who keep the commandments of God und the faith of
Josus.” Isainh has given the same distinctive marks in
the 16th and 17th verses, already quoted. It is a peo-
ple who are in their trial or patient waiting timo for the
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Lord, having the law and the testimony. The Jrescut
truth of which is the shut door, nud 7th day Sabbath.
19th verse, ™ And when they shall say to you, seck un-
to thein fhnt have familiar spirity, nnd unto wizunds
that peep, and that. mutter.  Should not a people scck
unto. their God,” &ec., I ask, when was there n time
since the days of Pharoal’s sorcerers, Jauus, and Jam-
bres, that the earth was so full of these wizards that
have familiar spirits that.aare pecping and muttering us
now, hivt only among the unprofessois, but among even
the second ndvent believers soine of them are teachers,
and are called Afinisters, Lecturers: yes, Editors: ndvo-
cating the bible doctrine ; and their’ boasting of their
fumilinr arts only rises them higher in the estimuation
of many,

Moses describes them to his people by ealling them
diviuers, observers of times, enchanters, witches, ¢harn-
ers, consulters with familiar spirits, wizards and neero-
mancers.—Deut. xviii: 9-12.  These were ngentsof the
devil, and were to be utterly destroyed by God's people,
and their land (Canaan) become theirs by conquest with
the sword.  But it scems they did not destroy them all.
For some three hundred years after Moses, Saul banish-
cd them from the land.  Their power was xo great then,
that one (the witch of Endor,) could rise the rizhteous
dead. 1st Sun. xxviii: 3-7, 12, Rome four hundred and
twenty yeurs afler this, Josinh, king of’ Judea, bauished
them from the land again.  Some twenty years alter
this it scems that these soreerers hiad somewhat chunged
their nnmes ; they were now called Masicians aud resse
men.  But with all their wisdom, if it had not have
been for a righteous Daniel, these would have all been
exterinated, because they could not tell the king his
dreain.—Dan. ii.

Paul in his days classed them with murders and
drunkards, &e.—Gal. v: 20, 21, 1t is stated when he
was preaching in Epliesus, that the word of Gud so
mightily prevailed that these diviners wero so alarmed
that they not only quit these evil practices, hut they
bronght their, books aud burued them. I suppose Paul
shew them that God had appointed all such to be put to
death.—Lev. xx : 27. Acts xix: 19. Siuce those days
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they have been increasing until the earth is now almost
tlooded with them, and their curious books.

As in the days of Danicl, so now they have changed
these odious names, and call their work Mesmerisin,
Animal Magnetisin, Clairvoyance, &c. Aud some at-
tempt to justify their sorcerics by attributing the first
causé to God, in the case of Adam and Eve, Gen. ii : 21,
22; and thus they are endeavoring to connterfeit the
work of God. They profess to heal the sick, and cause
their subjects to pray, exhort, and sing, and even send
them to heaven in cluirvoyance, thereby counterfeiting
the visions of God. Therefore, weo say without fear of
contradiction, that they are of their father the Deviland his
works they do.  God's word stands directly opposed to
it; and his people are required to overthrow it ; not as
Joshua did by the literal -sword, but the sword of the
spirit, the word of God.

When? now; here is the time, God's work was never
counterfeited as it is at this day. Surely the Devil has
cuthe down in great wrath, knowing he has but a short
time. Professors in hundreds and thousands are flock-
ing to these sorcerers, aud necromancers, to hear and sco
their wonderful peeping und muttering, and to be healed
of their discases, and have their fortunes told, while the
cry is sounding ** should pot a people scck unto their God?"
“To the law and to the testimony if they speak not ac-
cording to this word, it is because thete is no light in
them.” Who, then, ure to appecal to the law and testi-
mony here? Why, those that are to have it bound up
and scaled upon them. It certainly cannot bo on thoso
who say there is no law. I have already proved from
Rev. xii: 17, and other scriptures, that the disciples of
the Jast days, are the only ones that could have tho testi-
mony of Jesus bound, and the law scaled upon them;
because if the law ever had been scaled up before, as in
Daniel’'s vision's, xii: 4, 9, or Rev. x : 4, no other pco-
ple over could have been scaled with it. Then Isinh's
prophecy agrees with Eze. ix: 3, and Rev. vii: 2. Now
this caunot be the law of Moses, but the law of God. It
is that which is a sign between God and man. Tho
commandments are a sign.—Deut. vi: 1, 2, 6-9 ; x:12,
13; xi: 18. This is his whole law, Beal it among my
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disciples. Surely this will include the fourth, the Sal-
buth commandment.

Again: God gave his people maunn, to prove them,
to scec whether they would walk in his /ue or no ; Exo.
xvi: 4. But they violated hislaw by getting their man-
na on the 7th day, 27th verse. ** Aud tho Lord said,
how long refuse ye to keep my commandments and my
laws.  Sce, for the Lord hath given you the Sabbath, so
the people rested on the 7th duy, 27-30 verses.  lere
God calls the Sabbath his lue. ~ Aud he was proving
them by giving them two days food in one, to see if they
would kecp it. Mark this ! this was certainly thirty
days before ever they came to Mount Sinai, where the
ten commandiments were given them on tables of stone,
Question : where did this Sabbath, this law come from ?
Auswer, no where, unless fromn the creation.—Gen. ii:
2, 3. Then God calls his Subbath his law, docs he ? yes.
Now let Isainh speak again, viii: 16, scal the law (or the
Sabbath which is God's law,) nmong my disciples. John
says * the servants of God " were scaled with *a seul
of the living God,” this is his Sabbath.

Let God speak arain: * Wherefore the children of Is-
racl shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the Sabbath
throughout their genemtions, for a perpetual covenant.
It is a sign between me and the children of Jsrael for-
ever.”—Exo. xxxi: 16, 17. Johnsaw in vision that the
144,000 to be sealed now (as we have proved,) with * o
scal of the living God,” were of all the tribes of the chil-
dren of fLracl, vii: 4. In the 3d verse he shows that
these were * the servants of our God.”  The Sabbath
then is to bo kept for a perpetual COVENANT by Gud's
servants forever.

GOD'S FOUR EVERLASTING COVENANTS WITH
MAN.

What are they ? and what bave they to do with this
sealing message? Let ussee: 1. Is the covenant of in-
heritance “ coufinmed unto Jacob for a law, and unto
Isracl for an ercrlasting inlieritance.—Psalms cv : 8-12,
Acts vii: 3-6. Eph. i: 14. 2.Is an everlasting coccnant of
redemption. ** I have made a covenant with my chosen ;
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L have sworn unto David my scervant.—Ilis secd shall
endure forever, and his throne as the sun before we. It
shall be established forever as the moon, and as a fith-
ful witness in heaven."—Psl. Ixxxix : 3, 36, 37. Iieb.
1X 1 12, 15. Eternal redemption.

3. Is an everlasting cocenant of peace. ** Behold 1 give
wnte him my occnant of peaco; even the covenaut of
au everlusting priesthood. Num. xxv: 12, 13, Eze. xx :
S7. xxxvii: 26, my coccnant of pence shull be un ceer-
dasting covenant. '

Now mark! Theso three eternal, and everlusting cove-
nauts are conditional to God's children here, aud are yet
in the future ; and can ouly be inherited by the living
saints in the future, by keeping the 4th everlusting cove-
nunt.  Itis not the 4th or last in order in the bible, I
have mercly called it so in this explanation.

“The laud shall be wterly emptied, and wtterly spoil-
cd; the curth mourneth and ladeth away, the world
lunguisheth and fudeth away. The earth is defiled un-
der the inhabitants thereof—hbecause—they have broken
the ceerlasting covenant.  Therctore hath the curse de-
voured the earth, and they that dwell thercin are deso-
late ; therefore the inhabitants of the carth are burned,

and few men left.—IJsa. xxiv: 3-6. This is u prophecy:

now being fulfilled, which we are looking for, therefore
the three everlasting covenants above named cannot be
referred to here, for they are to be possesséd in the future
on condition of keeping the 4th. Then it is plain that this
everlasting covenant is just what Isninh says itis, viz:
the laws,  ** They have transgressed the laws,” &e.—
This then is the everlasting covenaut of the ten words,
or ten commandments. 1. On tables of stone. 2. Ou
the heart.  ** Kuow therefore that the Lord the Gud, ke
is God the fuithful Cod which keepeth cocenant and
nmierey with them that love him and keep his command-
meints o a THOUSAND GENERATIONS."—Deut.
vii: 9. Now if we take this in its most limited sense,
allowing seventy years for o gencration, this world hus
ouly scen 86 of them yet, therefore there is 914 genera-
tivus of 70 years, in which this promised blessing will
coutinue, viz: 64,680 years, that will extend 63,650 iuto
the new heavens and new carth. I think by that time
the saints will find that'it means an cverlasting cocenant.
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This is his blessing on all those that keep his covenant,
the'ten words on tables of stone from his hand, from
Mount Sinai. ix: 11, 15. * God will ever be mindful of
his covenant.”” ** le hath commanded his covenant for-
cver. ALL his commandments are sure, they are (stad-
lished forever and cver—He sent redemption to his peo-

le.—Psa. exi: 5-7. What was it? Answer, Josus
with the Gospel. Sce Gud's promised blessing to the
first church if they would keep his covenaut.—Lev.
xxvi: 1-14. His curse if they broke it, 15-39. Who-
ever was known to break his first covenant, was to be
put to death.—Deut. xvii: 2-5. God tells them not to
forget his covenant, Dent. iv: 23 ; ho declares that he
will not, 31st verse.

God told Moses that his people would break the 1st
covenant.—Dent. xxxi: 20,

After this Jesus comes to establish a new covenant,
with the house of Jsmacl.  Puul says on * better princi-
ples,” (not the ceremonial law, but "the principles of the
gospel,) he is to be the mediator of it. Heb. xiii : 6. Sco
also viii: 10, put into the mind, and written on the heart :
when developed, thew they will be God's people.  Paul
says the 1st Covenant hiad a worldly sauctuary or meet-
ing house. But the truc meeting house is the one the
Lord pitched. It is in ITeaven.—I{cb. viii: 2.

Now this 2d Covennnt is the same law. 1st. It was
connected with the ceremonial law, but the 2d Covenant
is connected with the gospel.

God says, T will not break my covenant.—Jud. ii: 1.
Paul speaks of the covenant breakers of the last days.
Rom.i:31. 2d Tim. jii: 3. God's covenunt is with them
that love him.—Dan. ix : 4.

It is for breaking this everlusting covenant under the
Mosaic and Gospel dispensations; even God's holy law
of commandments, for which the earth is now to be de-
stroyed, as I have quoted from Isaninh xxiv: 3—-6. God
makes his covenant with all.—Deut. xxix: 14, 15,

ow all advent belicvers that have, and do, partici-
pate in the advent messages as given in Rev. xiv: 6-13,
will love and keep this covenant with God, and espec-
ially his Holy Sabbath, in this covenant ! _this is a part
of the 144,000 now to be scaled.
2 Yhe other part arc thosc who do not yet, so well un.
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derstaud the advent doctrine ; but are endeavonng to
serve God with their whole hearts, and are willing, and
will receive this covenant and Sabbath as soon as they
hear it explained. These will constitute the 144,000,
now to be sealed with * a scal uf the liviug God,"” which
sealing will bear themn through this timeof trouble. [I
think the evidence is pretty clear that o part of the 144,
00U will come froin the east; the river Euphrates will be
dried up for them to cross over at the pouring out of the
sixth scal, in * THHE GREAT DAY OF TI{E LORD."
Exdms xiii : 40-47. Isa. xi: 15, 16, Rev. xvi: 12.] Then
Ist. "T'o receive the everlasting covenant of peace, when
delivered at the voice of God.—Eze. xx : 37. (margin,)
T.a. lix: 19, 21, 2d. Then the everlasting covenant of
redemption, at the 2d comiug of the Lord Jesus, 3d.
Then lastly, the everlasting covenant of inheritance after
they enter tho holy city. There in that city, in the teme-
ple is the Ark of this covenant, Rev. xi : 19, xv : §, per-
tect and eutire, without any change whatever, and with-
out any doubt will be biuding on ull the redecmed for-
ever and ever.  The Sabbath especially, and certaiuly.
Isainh Ixvi: 23, ?

All advent believers who despise, and reject this cov-
cnant, will just as certainly be burued nnd destroyed with
the ungodly wicked at the desolation of this carth, as
tirat Isuiah has prophesied.  See xxiv: Sth and Gth vs,
with the argument on the two preecding pages, and pon-
derit well. God will not be mocked!  Thousands on
thousands bave already been destroyed for breaking this
covenant., e is no respecter of persons.” James
sy, il ye fail in one point you are guilty of all;” eve-
ry conunandment in this covenant, must be kept to insure
cternal life.  Those that died belore they heard the see-
vidd advent message, never had this test,

Now let us look at the seal in this covenant! what is
it?  God says his Subbath is a sign, and shall be'kept
for a perpetieal cocenant. This means to the end of the
wworld, or time without end.  But the opposer of the Sab-
bath attempts to destroy this point, becaunse in one in-
stauce in the Bible, where the word perpetual is used,
viz: Exo. xxix : 9, it says, " The priests oflice shall be
theirs for a perpetual statue,” &e. They say it ended
with the legal dispensation.  Let us sce.
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God's proinises are conditional! two of these sons, viz:
Nadab and Abihn, were destroyed for oflering strange
fire.—Lcv. x: 1. So we see the priest-hood ended with
them there forever. But it could be perpetuated in the
others, which were fuithful. Sece the case ol Phinchas.
Num. xxv: 11=14, llere God made a covenant of peace
with him, and his seed, for an everlasting pricsthmd‘_—-
This covenant of peace as we have shown, is in the fu-

‘ture, of course it belongs to him and his posterity ; and

all the redeemed in inmortality. See 1st Peterii: 4.
Rev.i: 6. v:10. xx: 6. Think the faithful priest-liood
in Aaron's posterity won't be perpetuated there ! yes.
Then perpetiead here is the same as the everlasting cove-
nant of peace, from everlasting to everlasting.

This then removes all ditliculties here respecting the
Sabbath's being perpxtual forever, and ever.  Isaiahalso
shows it perpetunl, Ixvi: 23.  Here then, is God's cove-
nant within the covenant ; like the white stone, and in
the stone a.new name written.  This looks like o seal.
{ ask then, where in all the Bible is there any other cov-
cnant, or single truth, in which God has entered into
covenant with man to keep, like this ! You say the zos-
pel: Ianswer, this is a part of it. Itis w]l;u I’aul
calls “ better principles,” which was added to this cove-
nant ; who will deny that this jewel, the t.*:tbb.jl.lh of ‘the
Lord our God,” in this everlasting covenant is not “‘a
scal of the living God?"  Methiuks I hear the objector
say, I do not believe the Sabbath, my trust is in Jesus
and the everlasting gospel.  But stop a little, how can
you look to Jesus and his gospel for salvation, when you
are continually dispising him and the very foundativn vl
his gospel. .

1st. Did not God to make this covenant sure, scal it
it with Dblood 7—IExo. xxiv: 7, & 2d. Did he not aller
he had destroyed Jerusalem for breuking his perpetual
covenant within this covenant, Jer. xvii: 27, send the
Angel Gabriel to Daniel to inform him that Jesus would
come and confirm the cuvenant with many, for one wecek,
ix: 26, 27. What covenant? why the same, only now
tho gospel was to be added. 3d. Did God fullill his
word ? yes, Jesus did come according to this promisc.
4th. Did ho not come as a Prince, and also the Mediutor
of this covenant 2 5th. Did he not scal it with his own
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blood?  6th. Did not God raise him from the dead thro'
the blood of this everlasting covenant.—Heb. xiii : 20.
“Although it was called the second or new one, Paul
shows you it was the same as Isainh xxiv:6. God's
law can never be altered or changed.

7th. Did you not know that Jesus founded the whole
luro of God, and the prophets on this covenant of ten
commandments ? Math. xxii: 3$6—40. Lukeo x: 25-28.
Bth. Did you not know thut Jesus tanght cternal life
through this samne covenant also in Math. xix : 16, 17.

9. Did you not know that in his sermon on the Mount
thut he made the keeping of their covenant a test of
overlasting life ? Math, v: 17, 18 and 19, (sco Mnck-
night's translation,) now read 21st, 27 and 33 verses:
sce he is talking about the covenant. Now be sure that
you understand his testimony : vii: 24, 26. Their houso
will fall ; thoy will be in no esteem in Heaven; the
meauing is, they that break the commandinents, the
covenant will not be there. 10th. Did you know that
the Sabbath was included in this covenant? Exo. xx:
8-11. 11th., Did you know that Jesus in whom you
say you trust for sulvation, was the Lord of this Sab-
bath that you dispise. 12th. Did you know that God
had taught his people that they were sanctified through
the keeping his Sabbath? Exo. xxxi: 13. 13th. Did
you know that God sanctified the Lord Jesus, through
this covenant? Finally, do you know that God will
reject you for dispising his covénant in which is his
holy Sabbath? Let Paul speak : * Of how much sorer
punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy,
who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath
counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith Ze was
sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath donec despite to
the spirit of grace.”—Ilob. x : 99.. Do you not see now,
if you dispiso his covenant by rojecting his holy Sabbath,
that your trust, (whatever your pretensions are,) are no
better than tho spider's webb ; and that you never can
be sealed with “a sealing of the living God;” to save
you from this awful time of trouble that will finally de-
vastate tho universe, while you insist upon it that there
is no such soal or Sabbath. This was what John in holy
vision called * the commandments of God and the faith

(or testimony,) of Jesus,” because his tostimony is so
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interwoven with this covenant of commandments, that
it is impossible to separate them. ‘The present truth of
which is the Sabbath, and the shut degr. It is unpossi-
ble to kecp one, and reject the other; whoever attempts
it will fail,

We have now given three inspired witnesses to prove
this sealing message.  Lzekiel saw that the erying ones
would be scaled. John heard them cry.—Rev. xvi: 15.
Isainh saw the law, the Sabbath as we proved, was
sealed with the disciples, and the testimony, . ¢. the
teachings of Jesus were bound up with themn, beeaunse
those that rejected the law, in which was the Sabbath,
had rejected the most essential part of the testimony ot
Jesus, as shown on the last page. Therefore we see a
peculinr renson for Linding the testimony and sealing
“ the law nmong the disciples,” or as Ezckiel says, * the
sighing and erying oues.”  Winle John says, they ae
“the servantsof our Gl “ ALL the tribes ot the ehil-
dren of Tsrael,” the 144,000 living saints, now sealing,
and to be scaled, with “ A SEAL O TILE LIVING
GOD,” and after that stand with Jesus on the Maonnt
Zion.—Rev, xiv : 1.

EXPLANATION.

What I have stated on pages 5-9, 17, 33-33, 30, 10,
43-45, respecting the teachings of Angels, is, I believe,’
in nccordanco with the Bible view. Joln's visions
seem to be more dillicult to understand, expecially how
to discriminate between holy angels, and holy men, wnd
in some places wicked angels.  As I have hefore stated,
* knowledge inereasing,” will make this sulject plain :
if it is yet obscure.

There are some other difficulties besides those befire
stated, which prevents me from believing fully with
some that Angelic Angels have the charge nnd oversizlt
of all the work which John saw in vision, viz : that they
ery with Joud voices, &ec., at the time the work is to he
accomplished, and that the response is made by the
church on enrth, and thus the prophesy is fulfilled. |1
certainly have no wish to helieve odxer\\'ise, if this is the
right view of the subject ; ncither do I sny that it is not,
and that I may not yet fully adopt it, (the truth is all |
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want,) if the difticultics that T now sce shall in any way
be removed.  For instance, it certainly would not be dii-
licult to believe that the ascending messenger in Rev.
Vii: 2, was n literal angel, having the power over tho
four messengers, or governments on ecarth, and also
taught the servants of God how the scaling was to be
pertoried, if I see no other way to belicve it was so.—
We are taught that God restrains the powers, pago 25,
Again: It is very important that we should have a right
understanding of every part of our work, but still, if
one canuot sec so clearly as another, why the messenger
ascending from the cast is not a literal angel, having the
charge of all this work, I do not sco ns that will mate-
rially affect the scaling message. It is positively clear,
and certain, that it is to bo donae by the churceh liere, and
that the word and spirit is to lead into the truth, (p. 10,)
and all that the angels do teach us besides, and that it
will be accomplished in cliaracter with what she has
already passcd through in advent history as'is shown in
Rev, xiv: 6-13.

CONCLUSION.

The 2d book of Esdras, contains very important truths
for those that keep God's lnw and ccmmandments ; they
will probably benefit no others, xii: 37, 38. I havo re-
finined from quoting here while writing the Scaling Mes-
sage, not beeause Idid not believe ; but because so much
prejudice still exists, on account of its not being canoni-
cal seripture.  There is abundant testimony in the Old
and New Testament to satisfy all that honest minds re-
«juire respecting the sealing message, being the present
truth. I wish however, to quote a few passages to show
the sealing, tho law, and commandments, timo of troudle,
&e. see ix: 10, 11, 30-33, 36, 37.  All this may Do ob-
jected to as under DMoses's dispensation.  Let ii : 38-47,
settle it.  Carcfully note 1st, the scaling; 2d, the law ;
and 3d, final redemption.  Compare it with Rev. xiv: 1.
Still furtlier evidence, xiii: 31-38. Compare 38th verse
with Rev. xvii: 14, and xix: 15, 16. Also the com-
muandments in xv : 24, 25. xvi : 74-76.

Time of trouble, xv: §, 6, 11=27, 57, 68, 62. xvi: 5,
8, 14-24, 31, 37, 40, 67-78. Read the comforting pro-
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mise for tho time of trouble, ii: 27. Allthis is now right
before us; let us therefore carcfully examiue this prophe-
cy. Andlet us carcfully seck to know * what manner
of persons we ought to be in all holy conversation end
godliness,” sceing that wo have now entered upon tho
last work or message, that God has marked out for his
church beforo their final deliverance from this timo of
trouble, such as never was.

What a solemin, and yet glorious thought, to know that
deliverance is s0 ncar at hand. That G«l, and Jesus
our great High Priest ; the Iloly Ghost, and all the holy
Angels ; aro engaged, doing their part to accomplish this
mighty work. Let us then seo to it that wo do what is
required of us. :

God says, * call upon me in the day of trouble and I
will deliver you.” Sce how lic will duit.

* Gather my saints together unto me, those that havo
mado a covenant with me by sacrifice.”—Dsa. L: 5.
Wihen did we do this as a people? Aunswer: m 1844,
during a cry at midnight : how much was said about it
then. What did wo sacrifice then? why, all that we
had: have wo taken back any thing since that time?
We fear thero has been to much of this in all of us.—
Well says ono, I had nothing to take back : examinc
closely now and sce. Did you sacrifice your tobacco and
snufl boxes, and pipes, and cast them all fiom your per-
sons? Yes. You thought it was an idle and sinful
habit, beecauso it neither nourished your bodies nor glori-
fied God? yes.  Ilow then, I ask, Lins God justificd you
since, by taking back that sacrifice, whether it was or
was not onc? God has shown soveral times by visions
that he disapprobates it in every way ; and some that
havoe continued in the practice alter one admonition, God
has shown that his frown is upon them. Let me entreat
you, to resolve in the strength of God to leave the prace
tice forever. I sco not how God can scal you to bo one
of his royal priesthood while he frowns upon it. The
ono who traffics in it certainly cannot be justified. But
says oue, I usc it for a medicine. I havo heard of a bet-
ter remedy.  Xlave fuith in God! Have rarmit ix Gop!!
Although months have clapsed, that admonition still is
sounding, IIAVE FAITII IN GOD!!! Somc havo
sidco tried it to their great joy. Lot tho test pass through



63 THE SEALING MES2AGE.

the host.  As God frowns on this specics of indulgence,
[ know not how lie can approbate one of the 114,000
that uses or traflics in alcoholic drinky, from brandy to
cider, and beer.  Extroct the aleoliol that is in it, and
man could hardly be persuaded to taste the second time.
" Let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesk,
and spirit; perfecting holiness in the fear of God,"—2d
Cor. vii: 1. Again: **Be ye clean that bear the vessel
of the Lord.”  Once mare: There shall in no wise enter
into it, (the holy city,) any thing that defileth, &c. Now
we know that all o’ these things arc filthy, nnclean, and
defile the man.  We may decgive one nnother, but we
cannot deceive God. O then, as we value the seal of the
living God, let us be holy in his sight.  {ood wholesome
food 1s all that we require to sustain these bodies.  But
some are holding their farms, and merchandise, thinking
no doubt tu get an opportunity to scll by and by, to Letter
advantage.  That time kas pas, it the sealing time bo
now. You see the slaughtering men follow thie ~ealing
messengers.  But suppose sume hundreds, or thousiudy,
should bLe gnined, by holding back a little longer ; would
you then be better prepared to fullil the oflico of steward
in the houschold ol} God? no. DBut you say, when we
made our consecration in 1844, il we lad have given
away what we had, wo should have had nothing now.
Therefore it was not right then to do ag somedid.  Well,
because you did not do it then, is it a reason that you
should never do it?  Neither are God's stewards to give
awny all they have at once; nor are they to be controll-
ed by me, or any other one in this thing ; only obey and
follow Jesus. Hear him: * Sell that ye have, and give
nlms."—Luke xii: 33. When? especinlly now while
we arc waiting to go to tho marriage supper. Is there
any ncedy now ? certainly ; and still more will he as we
enter into the time of trouble. Well, say some, had we
not better wait and sell then? The prophets that have
secn the state of things at this time, teach us that it will
be too late to sell then. Silver and gold will be the only
articles in small quantities that men can retain then, and
that with much uncertainty. See the state of things in
Europe now ; only tho begiuning, and then ask what it
will be as it spreads and becomes general, before tho de-
liverancz of the sealed ones. Methinks I now sce by the
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light of prophery, that the last means 10 bo used with those that st
hold on, and keep back from doing an Jesus has required, (and are
striving in all other respectato walk out in present lruth,? ia recorded
in Esdras xvi: 70-72. * For they (the wicked mob,) shull wansts, and
tako aw_niy THEIR GOODS, and cast them out of THEIR HOUSES.™
This will scparats them from what they did not sell, and be the only
uicans, probably, of saving wtem at last.  Now this will bo the cnso
with some without a doubt. How much better off wiil those be, wha
have willingly obeyed the Savieur. * The willing and obedient shall
oat the good of the land.” ** Well done good aud faithful servant,
thou hast been fuithful over o few things, I will make thee ruler over
many things, enter thou into the juy of the Lord."— Math. xxv : 21,
But some may ray I will sell mow, and place the avails ont of the
reach of mob law, then I shall have numc-llhing when that time conies ;
Lo careful that you do not get into the snare that catight Ananina and
Bapphira—Acta v: 1-11. Jesus maid, * aell, and give aluin!" that
soenmied to be ong ol;ljert. But will there bo any harn if' I hold an 1o
what I havoe, and willingly yicld it all up when I am obligedto T yes.
1st, bocause it will show your minda not detached from worldly things,

as they must be 10 bo changed ; and 24, you will not have obeyed the
Baviour.

Woell, ury others, we have only enough now, to sustain our.
selves and families, therefore we have nothing to sell. Thenyouneed
wot be troubled. Butto those who are holding back, nnd are thinkin~
they canbe saved with all their surplus, I ask thom to pleaso read the
following, viz: Prov. xi: 4. Zep.1: 17, 18. Ere. vii ¢ 19. Luke xii :
l!.l-2‘2. Jonus knowsbeat,  God saya, I will minke a man wore pre-
cious than fine gold; even a man than the gnlden wadpe of Ophir’
Isa. xiii: 12, When 1 " Therofore I will shake the henvens, au
oarth shall remove,” &e., 14th verse. This time is immediately be-
fore us. This docs not mean those that have got their hearts and
minds bent on a voyage to California. - (Ophir is notin the Pacific
Ocean,) but it is the wan who loves the law of God “better than thou-
sands of gold and silver.” P'sa. cxix : 72, 127. Prov. viii: 10.

Let us then make it manifost that we do love (God above all things :
end he will seal us with the spirit of promise, with * a seal of the liv
ing God,” unto the day of redemption. Josus is * purifying unto
himself & peculiar.people, zealous of good works;"” and il you, and I
fail through disobedicnce, yct he will have his whole number com-

lete. The sealing time has comne, without the shadow of a doubt.

his proves our past expericnce ; and makes ourfuture hopo certoin
Then let us cnter into the work before us like incn of God, secking
to do his will entiroly.

Now dear bretheen, one and all, wherever you aro, I entreat you,
make sure word for immortality and eternal life. Lay aside strifo
8B Y iy, ,Romember what Jesus our King will say when Lo
comes.—Math. xxv:34-40 Lot all then that are counted worthy to
be stewards in the household of God scek to know where, and how
to bestow their charity ; and ocspecially 1o give the presont truth, that
we may all move in this great work before us calmly, quictly, dis-
passionately, and yct doliberately ; knowing for a certainty that now
our rodenfption draweth nigh. Awmen.
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TIIE SEAL.
DY 1. 8. GURNEY.

Beliold a light appears,

The holy Sabbath day,
And mazulied so clear,

Thit none may need Lo sty ;
Though small at lirsty 2y sun boum s ry.
Ins :sln:u"lh uscends to perfect day.

1t ix the messaze clear

Ascending from the Iast,
God's serviints now appear

Who will not worship ¢ Brast;”
Four ungels hold the winds lc.-\'vulu.l,
Until God's servants all are sealed.

Hebrews in Egypt's land
Must all receive a sign,
When forth from Pharaoh’s hand
Delivernnce was designed ;
A sign, a token, thus shall hc
Before the carth and heaveus flec.

‘Tho Sabbatk is a sign,
A mark which all may see,
And sure will dmw a line
When servants all are sealed,
And while destruetion's in the land
"This mark will gnard the waiting band.

Then wrath in vengence comes,
The groat and dreadful day !
(God’s voice in thunder toues,
Shakes henven and earth and sea ;
Ye living saints \\.ho faithful bo,
No plazue shall ¢'er come nigh tonthce.

O Gud, the living God,
Do thou the seal apply,
And from destruction's rod,
Oh! keep us lest wo dio;
And while the storin of wrath descends,
Oh hide us, till the carth be cleansed.
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